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The new woman 
at Church House 


A woman has been chosen as the first ever Oxford Diocesan 
Secretary. She is Rosemary Pearce, a trained teacher and 
counsellor, who lives in the Oxford Diocese. Until recent- 
ly she was Director of Cruse-Bereavement Care, a national 
organisation providing bereavement support and information. 

The post is a new one. As Diocesan Secretary Mrs Pearce will 
lead a team of heads of departments at Diocesan Church House 
to ensure that policy laid down by Diocesan Synod and by the 
Bishop’s Council is co-ordinated, carried out and monitored. 
She succeeds Terry Landsbert who is retiring after 16 years as 
Financial Secretary. 

Local church involvement 

‘Having been very involved in the Church at a local level, I was 
excited to have the opportunity to be involved in the wider Church, 
particularly at Diocesan level. There are many interesting develop- 
ments taking place in the Church at the moment and I would like 
to be part of what is happening’, Mrs Pearce told The DOOR. 

Rosemary Pearce lives in Sandhurst and is a member of SS Mary 
and John Church, in the neighbouring parish of California. Her 
husband Graeme, is the technical director of a water treatment 
company and she has two sons, Matthew (15) and Patrick (12). 

At first she worked for Cruse as a volunteer, helping to set up a 
branch in Hull and also training as a bereavement counsellor. Then 
she went on to become Area Manager for London and the South 
East which includes part of the Oxford Diocese, before moving to 
Cruse’s UK headquarters in Richmond to be national director with 
overall responsibility for 200 local branches. 

Mrs Pearce first trained as a teacher at Westminster College, 
Oxford. She taught Religious Education at secondary schools in 
Maidenhead and High Wycombe before completing a masters 
degree at Hull University on ‘Theological understanding of indus- 
trial society’. 

Woman in a man’s world 

‘At Hull I was the only woman on the course among a group of 
industrial chaplains and clergy from all over the world. So it is not 
the first time that have worked in a male clerical environment’, she 
said. ‘I do think it’s important that women are fully involved in the 
work of the Church. They make up a significant proportion of the 
congregation and the Church will benefit from having them at all 
levels of its organisation’ says Rosemary Pearce. 

Speaking to The DOOR, John Yaxley, Chairman of the Oxford 
Diocesan Board of Finance and a member of the selection commit- 
tee said: ‘The Diocese is delighted to welcome Rosemary and we are 
all looking forward to working with her. With her experience and 
background she has much to offer. We hope Rosemary will be very 
happy with her new challenge’. 

Our new Diocesan Secretary starts work at Diocesan Church 
House on June 8. ‘I am very much looking forward to meeting peo- 
ple in the parishes’ she said. 



Rosemary Pearce starts her new job as Diocesan 
Secretary in June. She will be based at Diocesan Church 
House in North Hinksey, Oxford. Frank Blackwell 
photographed her in the garden there soon after her 
appointment was announced. 




Faith in Action in Maidenhead 

Good quality clothes, sewing machines and other 
household goods are regularly sent from St Mary’s, 
Maidenhead to churches in Rwanda because three 
years ago, the church joined ‘Faith in Action’. FIA was 
started in 1 986 by a couple who wanted to offer love, 
respect and encouragement to overseas churches 
through practical help, so fulfilling James 2: 14-17. 
Eighty churches are involved nationwide and St Mary’s 
chose Rwanda because fewer churches pack for them. 
‘Initially we just sent clothes from our congregation, 
but word of mouth soon had goods coming from surg- 
eries, rotary clubs and other churches,’ says Diana 
Hutchinson from the St Mary’s group.A charity shop 
sells unwanted clothes and raises money for the 
project. FIA has also drawn the church together, Diana 
says.The ‘Fellowship Hour’ knit ‘wonderful jumpers’, 
the home groups customise and seal boxes which the 
youth group then load up for transport to a FIA 
collecting point in Hemel Hempstead. 
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Think before you save: 

a Christian approach to investment 


Wherever we live, whatever we do, 
our lives are affected by big busi- 
ness. Of the 20 largest economies 
in the world, half are multi- 
national companies. Many of us 
support the work of Christian Aid 
or are involved with other social 
concerns. We fund-raise, we do 
pastoral work, we write to our MPs 
- all important things - yet so 
often we are unaware that our 
own money may be undermining 
our activities. 

Even if we don’t hold shares 
directly, we might find that the 
money we put in banks, building 
societies, pension funds and insur- 
ance policies is invested in 
companies that produce arma- 
ments; employ child labour, or 
destabilise countries through 
speculation. The charities and 
churches of which we are mem- 
bers may also hold investments 
that we may not be happy about. 


Yet both corporately and individu- 
ally, we are often ignorant of what 
we are doing when we invest our 
money. There have been a number 
of cases when it has been revealed 
that a church or a charity has 


In my view 


by Barbara Hayes 

shares in companies with doubt- 
ful interests - a cancer charity 
with shares in a tobacco firm; a 
church with shares in an arms 
manufacturer. When Jesus advised 
that in matters of charity, the 
right hand should not know what 
the left is doing, He surely didn’t 
mean this! 

I once heard a speaker at a confer- 
ence say that companies are ‘at 
the heart of all 
our problems’. 
He didn’t say 
that companies 
are the cause of 
all our prob- 
lems, but given 
their tremen- 
dous influence, 
companies are 
in a position to 
play a key role 
in solving such 
problems as 
environmental 
change or the 
lack of econom- 
ic justice. They 
are also in a key 
position to 
maintain the 
status quo or to 
make matters 
worse. 

With a vision of 
the Kingdom 
and a message 
of hope, we 
must find ways 


to influence the organisations 
which are such a major power in 
the world. Consumer campaigns 
have had some success with organ- 
isations that have a ‘public face’, 
but our connection with compa- 
nies as investors is often looked 
upon as a means of Christian mis- 
sion. 

Ethical investment means avoid- 
ing those organisations whose 
activities are unacceptable and 
positively investing in organisa- 
tions with good practices and 
which use the rights of sharehold- 
ers to encourage good corporate 
behaviour. Together these can 
influence the whole market. 

There are over 30 ethical funds 
offering pensions, mortgages and 
unit trusts. With the number 
increasing almost daily, it is possi- 
ble to find one that most closely 
matches individual concerns. 
There are independent financial 
advisors with experience of ethi- 
cal investment who can help. 

Many denominations are develop- 
ing their own ethical investment 
policies and practice, and groups 
like the Ecumenical Council for 
Corporate Responsibility can help 
with responsible share ownership. 
Ethical investment can be diffi- 
cult. It challenges us to think 
about our values and how we act 
on them. In fact it’s a good 
Christian discipline and a spiritu- 
al exercise. 

Barbara Hayes works for RITES (Religious 
Investors Taking Ethics Seriously). RITES is 
a project ofCEIG, ECCR and EIRIS. Until 
recently, Barbara was the industrial chap- 
lain for the Cowley Deanery. 


Do you feel strongly 
about an issue that 
affects Christian life? 
Than why not write and 
tell us about it? 


Missions to Seamen secretary meets 
Princess Royal at the Boat Show 



The Princess Royal talks to Chris and Gillian 
Green (whose daughter Catherine serves in 
the Royal Navy) at the London International 
Boat Show earlier this year. Gillian Green is 
the Missions to Seamen Honorary Secretary 
at St Paul’s Church in Wokingham.The 
Missions to Seamen cares for the practical 
and spiritual welfare of seafarers of all races 
and creeds in 300 ports throughout the world. 

SEA SUNDAY IS ON JULY 12, 1998 



Woodcray Manor 

GOLF COURSE 

A EARLY 
BIRDS 

£7.00 

18 HOLES 

baform 10 am 
mkiwaak 

PAY 
AND 

PLAY 18 

HOLES 



£12.00 

MIDWEEK 

£15.00 

WEEKENDS 


» Limited membership now available 
• Clubs, trolleys & shoes for hire 


Starter Season Special 

Discounts on Lessons 


FINCHAMPSTEAD ROAD, WOKINGHAM, BERKS 
jrEL^PHON_E:_0118_977^073 

To apply for one of our limited membership please 
send the coupon or Telephone: 0118 977 1073 

Name 

Address 

Telephone No 

All offers are subject to availability and are limited to a certain number. 


EVER THOUGHT OF 
BECOMING A 

TEACHER 

of Sciences, Mathematics, 
French or German 

If you are between 24 and 50 years of age, 
have a degree or equivalent qualification and 
think you would like to join the Teaching 
Profession then apply to come on 

THE TEACHER 
TASTER COURSE 

The six day course is sponsored by the 
Teacher Training Agency and will be run in 
High Wycombe on June 24-26, 1998 
(inclusive) followed by two observation 
days in a school and a final day on 
July 14, 1998 

For more information call Mrs Pat Lear at 

Head Line, Roman House, 

49 Spencer Street, 

St Albans, Herts AL3 5EH 
Telephone 01727 840015. 

Fax: 01727 840019 
Applications from Ethnic Minorities 
particularly welcome 


•jkTeknon 

Day 


TEKNONtkiL 
TRUST! 



A Captain's Crew day for all ages with Captain Alan, 
Children's Ministry leader at NEW WINE. 

Saturday April 25th 
Holy Trinity, Cheltenham 

10.30am -4.00pm 

fun, teaching, ministry, workshops and 
worship with the Captain's Crew band 


WORKSHOPS INCLUDE : intercession : craft 
drama : the Bible for children : prophecy 


Bring a packed lunch * Drinks provided 

INFO tel/fax: 01242 262 306 
e-mail: teknon@globalnet.co.uk 
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Give your church a Millennium health check 


A practical ‘health check’ to prepare local 
churches of all denominations for an 
influx of newcomers from Millennium 
Sunday, January 2, 2000 onwards, has 
been launched by a Christian Millennium 
charity called Fanfare for a New 
Generation. The ‘New Millennium 
Challenge to the Churches’ has the back- 
ing of the Archbishop of Canterbury and 
other church leaders. 

‘Churches have often been accused of 
being irrelevant, out of touch and boring. 
Yet nearly 70 per cent of people still claim 
to be Christian,’ says the Revd Steve Chalke, 
Director of Fanfare for a New Generation. 
The hope is that the number of people 
who regularly attend church can be dou- 
bled if churches can become more 
welcoming and relevant. The ten-point 
‘check-list’ will help churches give priority 
to the heeds of new members. 

Resources for churches will include an 
audio cassette ‘Time to Make a Difference’ 
featuring Steve Chalke, Fiona Castle, J John 
and Nicky Gumbel. A Millennium 
Challenge pack will be available free from 


the end of May by telephoning 0171 450 
9070/1. 

Commenting on the New Millennium 

How to win a new generation 

We will make you welcome 
We will be family-friendly 
We will make sure you can hear clearly 
We will be practical and relevant 

* We will help you explore answers to 
your deepest questions 

We will offer you time to stop and 
think in a busy life 

We will help you make sense of the 
Bible and who Jesus is 
} We will make sure your visit is helpful 
and challenging 

* We will help you discover for yourself 
God’s love, acceptance and forgiveness 

y We will offer you the chance to make a 
new start 

Challenge, Canon Derek Palmer, 
Millennium Co-ordinator for the Oxford 
Diocese said: ‘The aim of all churches is to 


forge a link between the year 2000, the 
name of Jesus Christ and the possibility of 
personal meaning and public hope. 
Obviously anything which helps churches 
do this is to be welcomed and certainly 
the Fanfare initiative and their ten-point 
plan is a useful addition to the many ways 
in which churches are thinking of the 
Millennium as a Christian opportunity. 

‘My only criticism is that Fanfare’s pub- 
licity material seems to suggest they are 
working in isolation from other initia- 
tives, some of which have been under way 
for years. 

‘The churches see that it is important 
not only to bring people into church and 
make them welcome but also to take the 
message out so that everyone may see it as 
a New Start. One of the main ways being 
promoted by Churches Together in 
England is the attempt to deliver a 
Millennium candle to every home in the 
country. And at Pentecost 2000 each coun- 
ty is being encouraged to hold a large 
ecumenical gathering of Christians in a 
neutral area such as a football ground’. 


Death holds no mystery 

Death has now become a topic worthy 
of serious study. The University of 
Reading is starting a new Masters 
course in Death and Society this 
October, the first of its kind anywhere 
in the world. 

The University decided to introduce 
the course after the death of Diana, 
Princess of Wales. Lecturers in archae- 
ology, classics, history and philosophy 
will show how different societies have 
ritualised death through the ages. 
Modules include ‘the modern way of 
death’, ‘disposal of the dead in the 
modern West’ and ‘the sociology of the 
afterlife’. The course is considered 
good training for the clergy, nurses or 
undertakers, but the University does 
not recommend it to anyone who has 
been bereaved recently. 

Course director Dr Tony Walter says 
that death is now a very ‘fashionable 
topic’ and subjects such as genocide 
and euthanasia regularly make head- 
line news. 


A walk on the wild side 

Sage, a Christian environmental group 
involving several Oxford churches, is 
organising a riverside walk to mark 
Conservation Sunday, June 7. The walk- 
ers will meet at Iffley Church at 12pm 
and walk along the Thames Path 
through Grandpont Nature Park to 
Osney Lock and Fiddlers Island finish- 
ing at Godstow Nunnery at 5.30pm. 
There will be stops along the way for 
prayer and reflection and to enjoy the 
surroundings. ‘We believe that 
Christians should be involved in caring 
for creation and believe Conservation 
Sunday is a good opportunity to reflect 
on that,’ said Karl Wallendszus of Sage. 
Conservation Sunday is an initiative 
co-ordinated by the A Rocha Trust, an 
international organisation involved in 
the study and protection of birds and 
marshlands. This year’s theme ‘Water 
for Life’ will focus on vulnerable areas 
of river, peat bog and estuaries. A 
Conservation Sunday Pack is available 
price £5.50 (cheque payable to A Rocha 
Trust) from Barbara Mearns, 3 Hooper 
Street, Cambridge CB1 2NZ. Details of 
the walk from Sage on 01865 727924. 


Church rebuilt in four months 

A church building, originally erected 
in 1935, has been rebuilt from scratch 
in only four months. Plant sales, coffee 
mornings, fetes and sponsored walks 
all helped raise the £52,000 needed to 
rebuild St Mary’s in Farmoor, which 
was originally a wooden hut. Building 
began on November 24 while Sunday 
services took place in the village hall. 
The new church, which now incorpo- 
rates a Sunday school room and 
improved rest-room facilities, was 
rededicated by the Bishop of Reading, 
the Rt Revd Dominic Walker, at a spe- 
cial service on March 29. 



The Archdeacon enters his lodgings 


The Venerable John Morrison was collated as Archdeacon of Oxford by the 
Bishop of Oxford and installed as a residentiary canon of Christ Church by 
the Sub-Dean at a service of Evensong on Saturday, April 4.The lesson was 
read by Canon David Goldie, who succeeds John Morrison as Archdeacon of 
Buckingham. Immediately after the service, and following tradition, the 
Cathedral Chapter accompanied the new Archdeacon to the Canon’s 
Lodgings where he placed the key of his lodging into the door while the 
Senior Canon said:i admit you into the real and actual possession of this 
lodging’. Despite the heavy rain, the new Archdeacon of Oxford is pictured 
above left smiling as he receives the key from the Senior Canon, Canon 
Professor Oliver O’ Donovan. Photograph: Frank Blackwell 


Retirement after long service 


Eric Nicholson has retired after 
14 years as appeals organiser for 
the Children’s Society in 
Buckinghamshire. Eric will con- 
tinue in his post as sub-warden 
of the Readers’ Association for 
the Buckinghamshire 

Archdeaconry. He is succeeded 
at the Children’s Society by 
Claire Weston, a marketing exec- 
utive who worships at St 
Botolph’s in Barton Seagrove. 


To mark his retirement 
in March from the 
Prison Service, Canon 
Keith Pound, who had 
been Chaplain of 
Grendon and 

Springhill Prisons 
since 1993, was invited 
to preach a sermon at 
Grendon Underwood 
Church on the theme 
of healing. 


OCIC conference: Gather up the Fragments 

OCIC, the Oxford Christian Institute for Counselling, is 
holding its fourth biennial national conference at Plater 
College, Oxford on July 6-8. ‘Gather up.the Fragments: 
exploring the pastoral care of families’, will ask ‘how can 
the churches care for families?’ and has grown out of the 
realisation that counselling conversations with individu- 
als often lead to other members of the family. The speakers 
are Dr Anne Borrowdale, Hugh Jenkins and the Revd Betsy 
Gray-King. There will also be workshops on family life. At 
the end of the conference, the Revd Graham Jones, who 
has lost three children from cystic fibrosis, will talk about 
God’s love and healing. 

The cost for day attendance at the whole event costs 
£120 or £170 with accommodation, although it is possible 
to attend for a single day for £50. Places on the workshops 
are limited. To book send a cheque payable to OCIC to 
OCIC 98, Cowley Methodist Church, Jeune Street, Oxford 
OX4 1BN. Telephone: 01865 790950. 


White Horse March 

Christians in the Vale of the 
White Horse are invited to 
join Global March for Jesus on 
May 30, part of a worldwide 
event taking place in 150 
nations. The March will start 
at Faringdon Market Place at 
2pm and continue to White 
Horse Hill at 4pm for a cele- 
bration, kite-flying and picnic. 

Organiser Geoff Smith of 
All Saints Church, says: ‘We 
are excited to be linking with 
other Christians who will be 
saying the same prayers right 
across the world.’ For details 
of the Faringdon March, tele- 
phone Geoff Smith on 01367 
241032. 
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Ascot reads for funds 

Churches in Ascot have raised 
at least £500 for an ecumeni- 
cal project with a sponsored 
New Testament read-in. Fifty- 
six readers from 12 
Sunninghill, Sunningdale, 
Ascot and Bracknell churches 
read the New Testament aloud 
to help improve facilities at 
the Cameo Centre, home to 
groups including parent and 
toddlers, a job seekers club 
and estranged families. 


news in brief 


The new Rural Dean of Amersham is the 
Revd Roger Salisbury, Team Rector of Great 
Chesham since 1990. He is married to Hilda 
and they have three children,* Jonathan (26), 
Bradley (24) and Kate (13). Before coming to 
the Oxford Diocese Roger worked in Surrey 
and in inner city/student Manchester. 

Oxford’s Keston Institute is offering people 
the chance to meet Russian Christians face 
to face and to see some spectacular scenery 
at the same time. The Institute’s director, 
the Revd Canon Dr Michael Bourdeaux, is 
leading a cruise down the River Lena to 
Eastern Siberia and Lake Baikal at the end 
of July. For full details of Keston’s 1998 
travel programme ring 01865 311022. 

The National Pilgrimage to the Shrine of 
Our Lady of Walsingham in Norfolk on 
Monday, May 25 will draw thousands of 
Christians from all over the country. The 
open air Eucharist at 1pm is followed by a 
procession through the streets. The theme is 
‘Called by the Gospel’, an invitation to pre- 
pare for the Millennium. Shrine Office: 
01328 820255. 

*What Role for a Christian in the Changing 
Criminal Justice System’ is the title of a 
conference arranged by the.Probation 
Service Christian Fellowship on June 6 at 
Westminster Chapel, London. Speakers will 
include Ann Widdicombe MP, Joel Edwards, 
John Scott and John Adams, Director of the 
Langley House Trust in Witney. For an 
application form ring 01623 633088. 

The three-acre gardens of St John’s Home 
and All Saints Convent, Oxford will be open 
to the public on May 24 from 2 to 5pm under 
the National Garden Scheme. Visitors will 
also be able to see the well-known Comper 
chapel and there will be teas. 

‘I wish I could get away from it all’. Well 
you can thanks to Ken and Trish Neeves 
from Ashford Hill in Thatcham who are 
opening their home and garden to visitors 
for two quiet days in July and September. 
The couple are members of the Quiet 
Gardens Trust. Visitors will be free to enjoy 
the house and garden overlooking open 
countryside, and there are optional devo- 
tional talks. Contact Trish on 01635 268583. 

All Saints, Wokingham is going on a 
Pentecost pilgrimage to Winchester on May 
28-29. During the 20-mile walk there will be 
times of prayer and worship and visits to 
churches on the way. Overnight accommo- 
dation is being provided at Alresford Place, 
the Winchester Diocesan Retreat Centre. 
Details Tony Burdon 0118 973 0030. 
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loin us for 
J The International 
Centennial Celebration 
of CS. Lewis’ birth. 


* My considered opinion of the CS. Lewis 
Foundation s Summer Institutes is 
tixit they arv , without dispute, the finest 
conferences I have ever attended. 

The y must be granted a 
category all their own." 

Karen Mulder 
Yale I'nitersily 


SUMMER INSTITUTE 

MBRIDGE UNIVERSITIES 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Telephone: 01865-767689 
E-Mail cslewisfoundation@juno.com 
Web site, www.cslcwis.org 
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Are Readers undervalued? 


Some Readers feel undervalued 
and underused says a major new 
Diocesan report on ‘The Future of 
Reader Ministry’. The drop in the 
number of paid clergy should 
have provided more opportuni- 
ties for Readers but, according to 
the report, this has not happened 
perhaps because of the develop- 
ment of the non stipendiary 
(NSM) and local non stipendiary 
ministries (LNSM) and the move 
away from matins and evensong 
to Eucharistic worship. The grow- 
ing emphasis on ministry as a 
function of the whole church and 
the development of lay ministry 
can also mean that Readers, who 
have undergone a very thorough 
training, can feel side-lined. 

‘The Future of Reader Ministry’ 
was produced by the Revd Martin 
Gilham, the former Warden of 
Readers and a team of Readers 


from the Diocese at the request of 
the Bishop of Oxford. 

Its 20 recommendations aim to 
give Readers a more effective role 
in a rapidly changing church. 
They include a change of name to 
‘Lay Minister’, finding positive 
ways for Readers to take part in 
Eucharistic worship, using them 
as prayer leaders and spiritual 
directors and encouraging their 
use as a role model for other lay 
people in their daily life. 

There are 400 Readers in the 
Diocese. Their ministry is a ‘teach- 
ing and preaching one’ mainly in 
a local church . Readers currently 
pay for their own training which 
takes up to three years before they 
are licenced by the Bishop. 

For a copy of The Future of Reader 
Ministry ’ send an A4 SAE to: Eric 
Nicholson, 3 Cherry Tree Walk, 
Chesham, Bucks HP5 3JN. 


How the ‘Sisters Higgins’ went from Aylesbury 
to run a mission on the edge of the Kalahari 



distributed 30,000 
leaflets all over South 
Africa and recently we 
opened our first major 
exhibition of David 
Livingstone. AnCRA, a 
Land Claims 
Committee affiliate, 
has also commissioned 
us to do some media 
projects, photograph- 
ing and documenting 
forced removals and 
community claims. 

In the daily running of 
the Mission, Erin is the 
administrator, also 
running school trips 
and active learning 
programmes. Rowan is 
manager of the confer- 
ence centre and 
accommodation as 
well as designing new 
exhibitions. Both of us 
have had continuous 
support from the 


The Higgins sisters 
Rowan(top) and Erin 


As part of the 
Kimberley and 
Kuruman Link, the 
two of us, now known 
as ‘Sisters Higgins’ 
arrived at the Moffat 
Mission in Kuruman 
last November. We 
responded to an article 
in The DOOR request- 
ing volunteers for 
museum/exhibition 
and educational work. 
This is our fifth month 
here. Living in Dr 
Livingstone’s first 
home in Africa on the 
edge of the Kalahari, 
our days have been 
blissfully hectic, jug- 
gling numerous 
projects. 

Between us we have 
worked on the tourist 
development of the 
Mission and its publici- 
ty. We designed and 


Director, Steve de 
Gruchy and his family 
who have welcomed us 
into their lives. 

We have four wonder- 
ful months to go - this 
home has really 
inspired us, and 
touched our lives. It is 
a privilege to be 
exposed through the K 
& K Link, to the reality 
of this fragile country 
where change is excit- 
ing but evidently still a 
struggle. What we 
have seen and learnt 
will remain with us for 
always. 

Rowan and 
Erin Higgins 

Erin (24) studied theatre 
and French and is a quali- 
fied teacher. Rowan (22) has 
a degree in visual studies 
and RE. Both were at 
Lancaster University. Their 
father, Tim Fliggins, Rector 
of Aylesbury, spent a sab- 
batical in K& Kin 1995. 


Introducing 
the new 
Warden of 
Readers 

Publication of The 
Future of Reader 
Ministry’ report coin- 
cides with the 
appointment a new 
Warden of Readers, 
the Revd Bob Rhodes, 
Priest-in-charge of 
Bledlow in the 
Aylesbury Deanery. 

He says: 

The Report provides 
something of a blue- 
print for my work 
over the next few 
years. It addresses 
problems and 
concerns which have 
arisen and which have 
to do with a number 
of changes which have 
come upon the 
church. All clergy and 
readers were sent a 
copy and asked to 
respond by Easter. But 
we would be delighted 
if others who have a 
concern about the 



Bob Rhodes 


Warden of Readers' 
ministry of Readers 
were to respond too. 
There are over 400 
licensed Readers in 
the Diocese, a very 
considerable ministe- 
rial resource; it is no 
mean task to support 
and develop their 
ministry, as well as 
addressing the prob- 
lems highlighted in 
the report. It is a 
tribute to Martin 
Gilliam's Wardenship 
that I am receiving 
such excellent co- 
operation from the 
sub-wardens, the 
committee of the 
Readers Association 
and indeed from all 
Readers in the 
Diocese’, concluded 
Bob Rhodes. 


Ecumenical families consider the 
question of sharing Communion 


The Association of Interchurch 
Families (AIF) is a support network and 
a voice for families where more than 
one Christian tradition is represented. 
The Mid-Thames group is a friendly 
gathering of families and 
individuals who live in, 
roughly, the same geo- 
graphical area as the 
Oxford Diocese. The group 
values the two or three 
meetings it has each year, 
and recently spent a happy 
afternoon at Douai Abbey 
discussing a theme of 
great personal relevance 
to us - Sharing 
Communion. 

While the children 
made mobiles, discussed 
bread and wine and pre- 
pared the closing worship, 
the adults joined in a ses- 
sion on Sharing Communion in which 
everyone could learn or share as they 
wished. 

Leslie Cram led the session with an 
interesting account of his experiences 
on Pilgrim’s Way 1997, which led to a 
good deal of reflection and discussion 
on areas including the Orthodox 
church’s use of blessed bread, sharing 
Communion with children and tran- 
substantiation. Phil Abrey (Berkshire 
CEO) got us thinking about practical 
issues, such as how to prepare children 


in a church to understand why anoth- 
er child will be receiving Communion 
when they won’t. 

The sense of friendship and love was 
strong, and the conversation contin- 
ued with hardly an 
interruption until it was 
time for our closing wor- 
ship. We left feeling 
strengthened and looking 
forward to making plans 
for a summer barbecue in 
Caversham and an 
Autumn meeting in 
Dorchester. 

The closing worship 
was a house mass cele- 
brated by two priests, one 
of whom had dashed from 
a Diocesan Ecumenical 
Commission. With times 
of quiet and noise and a 
sense of sharing, it was a 
lovely end to the meeting. A dad read 
the lesson on the armour of God while 
his two children acted it, the offertory 
song was accompanied by guitar and 
percussion, while after Communion 
the quiet harmonies of Ubi Caritas 
touched even the two-year old heart. 

Beverley Hollins 

For further information about AIF and its local 
activities, feel free to contact: Berkshire - Paul 
and Beverley Hollins 01628 603297; 
Buckinghamshire - Martin and Jackie Fenlon 
01494 784156; Oxfordshire - John and Una Crowe 
01865 340007. 


Good housekeeping 

By canon law, every church must have 
ah inventory, but their lists are often 
inaccurate. So 25 years ago the National 
Association of Decorative and Fine Arts 
(NADFAS) was set up to stimulate 
interest in the conservation and preser- 
vation of the furnishings of our churches. 
Using teams of volunteers from its 
75,000 members, they have so far 
recorded the contents of 750 churches, 
including details of the memorials. Some 
churches contain as many as 3000 
objects which can take up to three 
years to record. 

NADFAS anniversary service 

The pilot scheme for the first church 
.recording in 1971 took place in this 
Diocese. St Mark's, Bourne End, St 
Lawrence's, Broughton and All Saints, V 
Milton Keynes, were among the first 
churches to be recorded. In 1 995 an 
inventory of the contents of Dorchester 
Abbey was made so it is appropriate 
that one of three NADFAS 25th 
anniversary services should be held 
there on April 25, conducted by Canon 
John Crowe. Others will be held in 
Hereford and Manchester Cathedrals. 
Information about NADFAS is available 
from the area representative for South 
Mercia which includes this Diocese, Phyllis 
Searle, on 0171 430 0730. 


Wantage helps Jubilee 2000 

Wantage and Grove Christian Aid 
Group are having a Jubilee 2000 and 
cake stall in the Market Place on May 
9 from 8am to noon.There will be a 
united service for Christian Aid Week 
at the Parish Church on May 10,6pm. 



Association of 
Interchurch families 


CHRISTIAN ARTS PROMOTIONS LTD (HE ARTS ON FIRE) GLASTONBURY | 

V UMUMM 

lT\ Hearts on 

fire *98 


GLASTONBURY - SATURDAY 18th JULY 1998 


from * LOOtvn Full programme of events for all ages. 

w 2.30pm Assemble for March for Jesus. 

B.Y.O. picnic - main stage in Abbey for music 
and drama 

640- 10.00pm MAIN CELEBRATION 


featuring Noel Richards & his band 

also: REV JIM GRAHAM, ANDY AU. DUGGIE DUG DUG, DAVE 
CLEMO & BAND, PURE-EH, MARTIN JOHN NICHOLLS, JOHNNY 
GILLETT, THE MESSENGER BAND AND OTHERS 


■ BLOCK 

i2Adulb.4CUJfca. 

ADULT 

CONCESSION 

ALL DAY 

£28 

£9 

£8 

DISCOUNT PUCE 
UNTIL MAY IS 


(cs) 

(*7) 

EVENING ONLY 

£20 

£7 

£6 

DBCOUNTITUCE 
UNTIL MAY 15 

' * 

(*6) 

<esj 



(Prices include entrance to Abbey - Children under 5 yrs free) 

tickets from: c.a.p. Booking Office, The Lighthouse Christian 
Bookshop, No 4 St Culhbert Street, Wells Somerset, BA5 2AW. 
Enq. 01454 319447. Cheques payable - C.A.P. LTD enclose SAE 
Credit Card bookings - 01749 678080 


Whats new in the world of park 

HOME LIVING... SEE IT ALL AT 

NEWBURY 

MlACECOURSE/^s 


WED MAY (i - 
SLY MAY 10 

(open I Oam to 5pm dally ) 

To find us leave the M4 at junction 
1 3 and take the A34 to Newbury i 
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famished Park Homes 
+ Park availability 

AmgmLwrf d.- fmnmiaif 
TWUiPymnJJ WC vwnn y * 

you'll Had overytbmg 

you seed hr Park Home Living _ 

+ the opportunity to attend folks by experts 
ou all aspects of Park Home living . 

FOR SHOW INFORMATION PACK 

Write te : Km Stodrtoe, Skew Secretary, HAMS, 
FKfEPOST, ALTRINCHAM, Cheshire WA14 5M 

or ran 0161 928 8271 



CATERINGS BAR 

OPEN ALL DAY 


ADMISSION £5 

BRING THIS ^ 

VOUCHER M'MI 

THE SHOW an 
A SAVE £1 EACH FOR ALL 
MEMBERS OF YOUR PARTY. 

Children under 16 FREE 


fimtier Jframe Specialists 



Restoration of Listed Buildings 
Churches (experience) 

Hatherleigh Spire and Lidiard Millicent 
South Isle Reconstructions 
Bam Conversions etc 
Architectural drawings 
Planning Applications 
New Timber Frame Buildings 
Restoration of Listed Buildings 
Repairs & Maintenance 
Free Estimates/ Sketches 

Tel: (01491) 628910 
Fax: (01491) 628920 

Contact John Taylor or Nicholas Roux 


(When only the best ^ 
is good enough..' 

Here at the Queen Alexandria Hospital Home, 
we have been providing exemplary nursing 
care (both residential and short-term) for those 
men of the Armed Forces who have become 
disabled. 

We keep costs as low as possible and depend 
on donations and legacies to subsidise fees. 

You can help immediately by sending a 
donation. Or if you contact our Chief Executive 
he will not only send a copy of our Legacy 
Guide, but will be delighted to discuss other 
effective ways of helping us to care for our 
family of ex-servicemen. 

Queen Alexandra 
Hospital Home 

serving disabled ex-servicemen 

Room 10, Gifford House, FREEPOST 
BR7261, Worthing, Sussex. BN11 4ZZ. 

Tel: 01903 213458. 



If you, or an ex-serviceman you 
may know become disabled, remember 
^chaiitv Wo 206721 uw are here specially for you. 
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god in the life . 5 


An East End pioneer 

God in the life of MaryTurner 


MaryTurner was born in 1 9 1 6 in 
Aldeburgh, Suffolk just two weeks 
before her father, an officer in the Royal 
Flying Corps, was killed in the First 
World War. Seven years later, she moved 
with her mother and brother to 
Reading. Today she lives in the same 
house and worships at the same church 
she attended as a girl. After leaving the 
Abbey School, she went to London to 
train as a youth leader at the Time and 
Talents Settlement in Bermondsey and 
later completed the Inter-diocesan 
Certificate in Theology. She spent nearly 
20 years in full-time youth work first in 
Bermondsey and then in Poplar before 
becoming the first Secretary for the 
Council ofWomen’s Ministry in the 
Diocese of Oxford. For 29 years Mary 
Turner worked tirelessly to encourage 
the recruitment, training and support of 
lay workers in this Diocese.There were 
only three in the Diocese when she 
arrived and 70 by the time she retired in 
1 986. Despite breaking her back and 
more recently her sternum, she remains 
an active member of St Luke’s Church. 
She is also on the committee of Foley 
Hall, an international students’ hostel. 

I left school feeling that I was specially 
fortunate - a Christian home and a 
Christian school and lots of Christian 
friends. 

My father was killed when I was only a 
fortnight old so I never knew him. Our 
home was short of money because a 
widow’s pension wasn’t much. But it 
didn’t do me any harm to go without. 
When in the East End I found others who 
were far worse off than I had ever been, I 
thought I had riches beyond measure. 

After I was drawn into helping at the 
Reading Central Girls Club, I came to the 
conclusion that if I was going to do youth 
work I must do it properly. So I went to 
London to do the National Association of 
Youth Leaders course at the Time and 
Talents Settlement in Bermondsey docks. 

Braving the London bombs 

It was a dock area and when the blitz 
began we were asked if we could take on 
600 people who were being moved from 
Rotherhythe into a safer place. They were 
divided into groups of 200 in three rest 


centres. We had no equipment, no food 
and no electricity and gas except at week- 
ends when we had the use of a baker’s 
oven. 

I found myself doing all sorts of things 
that I hadn’t a clue how to do. Not only 
were we running rest centres but we also 



did evening classes with people in shel- 
ters and games with the children. The 
shelter I worked in was just a roadway 
underneath London Bridge Station with 
the railway above and very heavy metal 
doors at both ends and nothing else to 
protect us. One night a week I had to go 
to another shelter with quite a walk 
through the blitz to get there. If you 
thought about that, it was madness. I 
remember one night something fell in 
front of me and behind me and I thought 
‘goodness I’m in the middle of flack*. I’m 
not a particularly courageous person but 
I just got on and did it thanking God for 
preserving me. 

I had been appointed youth leader of 
Bermondsey Settlement Girls Club. I 
wanted to provide the young people in 
the club with something that would last 
them all their lives. But it wasn’t possible 


to do much religious training there. Then 
I heard about a mixed youth club in 
Poplar which was connected with All 
Saints Church, although members didn’t 
have to go to church. I couldn’t have run 
a club where there was a rule about that. 
I believe that if you make people go to 
church you are probably putting them 
against it. You have got to let them see 
that you care about them. Then when 
they see what your values are, they might 
with luck do something about it. 

Poplar was a very interesting parish. 
Mark Hodson, who became Bishop of 
Hereford, was the Rector and he drew the 
best out of his staff. There was a staff of 
seven curates and three sisters of the 
Community of St Dennis. I was their first 
youth club leader so there was a lot of 
work to be done. The children’s clubs ran 
every night and mother used to say ‘you 
haven’t got time to sew on a button’. 

The whole staff used to say sext in 
church at five minutes to one. One day 
we suddenly found white powder falling 
around us. A V2 rocket had landed out- 
side the church and brought the roof 
down. It fell on the gallery just over our 
heads. We spent the afternoon and 
evening digging people out. It was a mir- 
acle that we were alive to do it. 

The Kray twins turn up 

Monday night youth club was the most 
popular because there was dancing. One 
Monday evening the Kray twins arrived 
and said they wanted to see a friend and 
could they come in. I said they could but, 
because they lived a long way out of the 
area and we had a long waiting list, they 
could not join. The third time they 
turned up, I stood by the door and pre- 
vented them coming in. They had been 
quite charming boys when they had come 
before but suddenly they were furious. I 
think if I had known what they were 
going to do later on, I might have been 
less strong in keeping them out! 

My faith was strengthened in Poplar. 
You have to be very sure of whatyou 
believe if you are going to pass it on to 
others and I prepared a lot of people for 
confirmation including a large number 
of girls from the club. I left there in 1956 


but some of them still come and see me. 
One of ‘my boys’ became Bishop of 
Newcastle in Australia. Another, Frank 
Hackett, is a Canon in the Chelmsford 
Diocese. He was a dock worker before he 
felt called to the priesthood. 

When my mother died I would have 
liked to have gone back to Poplar. But I 
couldn’t live in suitcases for the rest of 
my life. I happened to say to the then 
Bishop of Oxford, Harry Carpenter, 
‘Where are all the youth club leaders in 
this Diocese?’ He said, ‘Miss Turner we 
haven’t got any. We really ought to be 
doing something about it. Would you 
help us?’ I had by that time become a 
licenced lay worker in London and when 
Bishop Carpenter said, ‘What we want is 
a Secretary of our Council of Women’s 
Ministry’, I said I would help in anyway I 
could. I realised that if I was to influence 
the clergy to get people as youth leaders 
onto their staff then I must be in a posi- 
tion to be able to suggest that sort of 
thing. 

Women’s ministry developed 

I found that there were only three trained 
lay workers in the Diocese. My work con- 
sisted mainly of going round to parishes 
and trying to find out where they were 
needed. For instance, I found out that 
Easthampstead in Bracknell were really 
badly wanting help but couldn’t afford 
to provide the salary and accommoda- 
tion. So I went round other parishes to 
see if they would help them as part of 
their missionary work. It was a question 
of trying to provide what was needed in 
the best possible way. Some clergy didn’t 
want it, but gradually people began to 
realise that women’s ministry was a valu- 
able thing. 

I don’t think of myself as a feminist. I 
Just wanted women to be allowed to give 
what God has wanted them to give and it 
seems to me that a lot of the time they 
haven’t been allowed to do that. When 
women were finally ordained priests 
here in Reading, they were largely a 
group of my own students, because part 
of my work was to encourage people to 
train. I was thrilled for them but I had no 
feeling that I ought to have been one of 
them. 

I could have been ordained but I think 
the dog collar might have been a disad- 
vantage. I always felt a vocation to be a 
Christian youth worker but I wasn’t a 
very obvious Christian, which I would 
have been if I had been a priest. 

Interview: Christine Zwart 
Photograph: Frank Blackwell 
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STUDY THEOLOGY 
IN A PLEASANT 
ENVIRONMENT 

Places available next 
October to study for the 
B.D. and B.Th. Degrees 
of the University of Wales 
at the Theological 
Colleges, Aberystwyth 
(in co-operation with 
the University of Wales, 
Lampeter). 

Also facilities for study 
leading to Postgraduate 
degrees (M.Th, M.Phil 
and Ph.D.). 

Accommodation is 
available in College. 

Apply to: 

Mrs Susan Lloyd, 
Academic Secretary, 
United Theological 
College, King Street, 
Aberystwyth, Ceredigion 
SY23 2LT 

tei: 01970 624574 
fax: 01970 626350 


Harvest Joy 
in Heaven 
and on Earth 



Reinhard Bonnke 
At Cardiff 
International Arena 

6th June 1998 

10.30am Evangelist 

Reinhard Bonnke 
2.30pm Co-Evangelist 
Brent Regis 
6.30pm Evangelist 

Reinhard Bonnke 

Prayer for the sick 
at the 2.30 & 6.30 
meetings 

Free Admission 

GfoN 

LI CHRIST 

FOR ALL NATIONS 
Highway House, 250 
Coombs Road, Halesowen, 
West Midlands B62 3AA 
Tel: 0121 602 2000 
Fax: 0121 602 7003 





When* older peoplefind | care in housing 


The Abbeyfield 
(Gerrards Cross) Society 

looks after older people and offers privacy, 
security and companionship. The House will have a 
completeley redecorated room with en-suite 
facilities available at the end of May. If you are 
interested and would like to see over the House 
please contact the House Manager on 

01753 883016 


JORDAN & HOLY LAND 
with MOSES, JOSHUA & JESUS 

Fr David Weston leads his 26th Small Group, A. & B. Diocesan status, 

15th day Bible Lands Pilgrimage. 4th-18th MAY 98 EX London 

Informed R. Catholic Biblical & Liturgical approach. 
Comprehensive GOSPEL Itinerary with OLD T. introduction 
Quality accommodation in PETRA, AMMAN, BETHLEHEM, 
SEA OF GALILEE & JERUSALEM 
Daily MASS. ALL WELCOME 

Ideally suited Sabbatical & Laity. Inclusive price of £1,299 Half Board 
ALL ITINERARY COSTS INCL. 

Detailed Brochure/enquiries: 

FR DAVID WESTON NDD 

13 COURT FARM ROAD, HOVE BN3 7QR, Tel. 01273 503647 
Operator FAIRLINK CHRISTIAN TRAVEL 
ABTAV0014 ATOL 3104 


( 


TO ADVERTISE TELEPHONE 
PAVIP HOLPEN ON 01865 249205 


IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN 
REDUCING ANY ONE OF 
THE FOLLOWING: 

1. Your vehicle fuel costs 

2. Your heating fuel costs 
3. Your hard water limescale 

4. Your overdraft 
5. Your aches and pains 
6. Your polluting emissions 
then please give me a call: 
Glynis Condison 0181 904 3070 



SATURDAY, SUNDAY & MONDAY MAY 2nd, 3rd & 4th 


OXFORDSHIRE 

CRAFT SHGI 


Beautiful Craft Ideas & Demonstrations from some of the finest Craftsmen Artists 
& Designers in the Country blend superbly with arena events & other attractions. $ 


Cloa Maker 


• Basket Maker* Bodaer 


• Falconrv 


ONE OF BRITAINS FINEST CRAFT SHOWS 


Adults £3.50 OAPs £3 Child £2 

The Finest Ever Oxfordshire Craft Show. Something For Everyone From: Living Heritage Craft Shows (01283) 820548 ^ 




6 . Advertisement Feature 


the door May 1 9 


ETS^v Tours for 
T “ Churches 

Exciting new details of tours to the 
HOLY LAND & elsewhere for you. 
Organise a group from your church! 

ETS TVavel, Tours for Churches, Freepost SWB 694 
Portishead, Bristol BS20 7ZZ 

ATOL 3606 ABTA V0550 IATA 


Experience - Quality - Confidence - Security 


Birmingham War Research Society 
NEW FOR 1998 

ORADOUR-SUR-GLANE, LA COUPOLE 
TOURS OF BATTLEFIELDS 
NORTHERN EUROPE 

VISITS TO REQUESTED CEMETERIES 

WW1 & WW2 

YPRES • SOMME • MONS • ARNHEM • NORMANDY • 
BERLIN • BELSEN • COLDITZ CASTLE • DAMS • 
BUCHENWALD • BATTLE OF THE BULGE 

For details S.A.E. to: 

ALEX BULLOCH, 43 NORFOLK HOUSE, 
KINGS NORTON, BIRMINGHAM B30 3LB 
Tel: 0121 459 9008. Fax: 0121 459 8128 


Golfing Breaks In Cornwall 


At some of the most exquisite and fascinating courses in 
England and all within Twenty minutes of the Hotel 
Package includes: 3 Rounds of Golf. 2 Nights Bed &. Breakfast. 18 Holes at 
Lanhydrock. 18 Holes at St Enodoc. 

1 8 Holes at Bowood All in price of £115 per person 
4 Rounds of Golf. 3 Nights Bed & Breakfast. Golf as 
above plus 18 Holes at Trevose. 

All in price of £160 per person 
Any combination of the above is available, prices on request. 
_ There are over 25 courses all within forty five minutes reach 
^57 of the hftel. Including the championship course of St Mellion. 

For further details ring 01208 812055 



Jfflarlftelt) $ou sfe 
&elf-Catering Apartments 

Clonmel, Co. Tipperaiy, Ireland. 

Comfortable apartments in 
magnificent Georgian Mansion. 
Studio, 1, 2 and 3 Bedrooms, Washing 
Machines, Dishwasher, Microwave, 
Gas Central Heating. Private fishing, 
Salmon and Brown Trout. 

Also, Knocklofty House PfQtel & Self- 
Catering Mews & Leisure Centre. 
Private fishing. Excellent Restaurant. 

Tel: 00 353 52 25444 
Fax: 00 353 52 26444 


BARTLETTS 

BATTLEFIELD 
: JOURNEYS 

We invite you to experience 
T*fy-one of our tailored journeys 


-to the Great War battlefields 
of France and Belgium. 

The small size of our groups enable us to 
provide a personal service to cater for your 
particular interests and needs during these 
enlightening and emotive journeys. We 
especially welcome requests from those 
wishing to discover and trace the sights where 
their forebears fought and are commemorated. 
Our 3-5 days visits are informal, noted for their 
warm spirit of friendliness and 
companionship, whilst always retaining 
dignity and respect. 

Ypres House also available for rental to 
independent travellers. 

for free brochure of our year-round fully 
inclusive journeys, contact: David Bartlett, 
Chart House, 9 Tudor Park, Horncastle, 
Lincolnshire LN9 5EZ 
Tel/ Fax: 01507 523128. 


PROPERTY ABROAD 


IT’S LIKE SPRING IN WINTER 

Join us. Bungalow, 2 bedroom, £18,260. 15 minute 
level walk town promenade, near Alicante 

Telephone (01903) 821640 



"BRYN ROSA" 
LLANDUDNO 

Quality small hotel, prime area, sea, shops nearby. TV, Teamkg 
all rooms. Dogs welcome. 3 nights B&B ensuite £48.00. 
Optional 5 course EM £7.00. 

Colour brochure. 

01492 878X15 

16 Abbey Road, Llandudno. LL30 xEA. 


Looe, Potperro & Fou/ey 

Comfortable self-catering cottages & flats beside 
the sea, harbour or river. Sleeps 2-11. 
Children and pets welcome. Well heated & 
suitable for holidays at any time of the year. 
Near beaches & superb coastal walks. 

Boats available. 

Telephone for brochure. 

Tel. 01579 366667 - Fax. 01579 366697 

(Cornish Quay Holidays) 


m V 

UNIQUE GOLF TOURS 
AND FAMILY HOLIDAYS 
TO SOUTHERN AFRICA 

INCLUDING ZIMBABWE, 
SOUTH AFRICA, MAURITIUS ETC. 
Personally organised 
toilormade holidays wilh 
safari and adventure activities. 
Flights, car hire and insurance. 
Contact Felicity or Penny 

Tel: 0181 289 
8287/6502 
Fax: 

0181 289 2194 





WEST WALES 

Peaceful comfortable 
stone cottages, sleeps 
4-5, all heating and 
linen included. 
Children and pets 
welcome. Quiet small 
holdings. Beautiful 
surroundings. 9 miles 
from nearest clean 
beaches. Close to 
beautiful Teifi Valley 
01559 370430 


HEREFORDSHIRE 

B&B or DB&B. Delightful 
ground floor en-suite 
rooms. Delicious food. 
No smoking. Wonderful 
walking area on the 
Mortimer Trail, 
Offers Dyke. 

For brochure 
Tel. 01568 708176 

AA Tourist Board. 3 Crowns, 
Highly Commended. 

The Paddock, Shobdon, 
Nr. Leominster, 
Herefordshire HR6 9NQ 


HELSTON 

1 V 2 miles 
Breaks at our country 
guest house. Close to 
beaches and 
spectacular coastline. 
En suites. 4-poster, 
candlelight dinners, 

3 nights. B&B&EM 
£84pp 

Tel: 01326 572565 


TUNISIA 

Hammamet Centre 
Newly equipped flat to let, 
clean and comfortable 
Restaurants, shops nearby 
10 mins walk lo beach 
Suit couple/sleeps 4 
Terrace, linen available 
Any trips can be arranged to local his- 
torical sites. Sahara. Caithage and 
Kairouan. 

Experience the teal Tunisia 
Prices from £150 pw 
Phone/fax 

,01983 568583 


1 4th Century Monastery. 
Hotel Rasina, Mountain top. 
Magnificent Views. Pool. 
75 Acres. BB & S/C Villa/Apt 


CRUSADER TRAVEL 

57 Church Street, Twickenham TW1 3N 

0181 7 44 0474 

Retail Agents for Atol Holders. IIA No. 82 5 


'rtyetfcoood fftocutt 

iSMaa 


RAC AA 3 *** 


WTB 
• • • • 

HIGHLY COMMEN 

One of Tenby’s Premier Private Hotels set in an acre 
beautiful lawns with ample car parking and only a fe 
minutes walk from the beaches, harbour, golf course 
and shops. Known widely for our refurbished 
accommodation and excellent cuisine (provided by 
resident Chef/Proprietor Dennis Andrews) 

All rooms are en*suite with colour TV etc. 
From £23 pppn B&B or £33 pppn DB&B 

Tel. 01834 842087 


NAISH 

HOLIDAY VILLAGE 

Clifftop park with 'excellent' status. New 
Milton, Hampshire. Excellent site facilities 
within 100 yards with indoor/outdoor pools, 
restaurant, bar, take-away. Fully equipped 
two bedroom fully wheelchair accessible log 
cabin accommodation. Sleeps 6. Well fur- 
nished. Free club membership. 


GRANGE COURT 
HOLIDAY VILLAGE 

Park with 'good' status, Goodrington Sands. 
Devon. Excellent site facilities within short 
walk with indoor/outdoor pools, restaurant, 
bar, take-away. Fully equipped. 2 bedroom 
fully wheelchair accessible mobile home. 
Sleeps 4-6, well appointed. Free club mem- 
bership. (Purchased with funds from the 


MILDENREATH 
HOLIDAY VILLAGE 

Excellent seaside site with good facil 
just outside Looe in Cornwall. Restaui 
clubhouse, indoor pool, fully equipped 
wheelchair accessible 2 bedroom ch 
accommodation. Sleeps 6 - well furnis 
and comfortable. Free club membership. 


National Lottery). 

FOR DETAILS OF THESE HOLIDAYS CONTACT MR P. CASH, 01425 672055. Bournemouth Spina Bifida Associal 

Reg Charity No. 261914 - that exists to provide welfare and relief for persons suffering from Spina Bifida and their familes 
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refurbished 26 bedroom hotel 
a few minutes walk from Boumemoutl 
jr Town Centre and sandy Blue Flag beaches 

SPRING BREAKS 3 night break £65p.p.D,B&B 
| MURDER MYSTERY WEEKEND 2 nights 8-iBMAYa>p.p. 

Friday Dinner - Sunday Lunch. 2 murders to solve! 

SUMMER BREAKS 1 week from only £i65p.p. 

, MURDER MYSTERY (AUTUMN) 27th-29th Nov - £89 p.p. 

| THE HAND OF HAS KAHNUN Set in 1929. DEATH AT STOKE NORTON. Set in 1938. 
CHRISTMAS 1998 3 NIGHTS £220 P.P. 4 NIGHTS £250 p.p. 
Entertainment every night. Coach trips to New Forest pub for lunch and skittles 
Ground floor rooms available 
. , RING NOW FOR BROCHURE 

r#»*-01202 556700 


NNNMNN9 


Secluded idyllic escape 

Polsue Manor, Nr St Mawes 

Georgian Manor house. Ail rooms en suite. 
Close to sandy beaches, NT gardens and 
Heligan. Coastal walks and birdwatching. 
Excellent food and wine list. 
io% discount with this advert 

01872 501270 


ISLE OF LISMORE, 
ARGYLL 

Cosy cottages, 
sleeps 1-6 

Brochure: 

Tel: 01631 760204 


DARTMOUTH, DEVON 

Self catering holiday chalets under our personal 
supervision. 

Site facilities include: 
heated pool, bar, restaurant etc. 

For brochure phone: 

01863 835008 



Hassle Free 
Holidays 

in partnership 
with people 


ORGANISED HOLIDAYS IN YORKSHIRE 
WALKING - Guided or Go as you Please 
GOLF - Play some of Yorkshire's finest courses 
Also Golf weekends for beginners 
SPECIAL INTEREST WEEKENDS 
BRONTE WEEKEND - Visit Bronte Country 
NATIONAL TRUST WEEKEND - Visit Yorkshire's Jewels 
OPEN AIR CONCERTS - Stay the night, leave the car 


Ring Hassle Free Holidays 

for a brochure , on 

01423 536376 Fax 507978 

or write 

Apt. 3, 5 Coppice Drive, Harrogate 
North Yorkshire HG1 2JE 


‘The Ilfracombe ‘Regal 

17 bedroom licensed hotel in a 
prime location 

GETAWAY BREAJCS 

Throughout May 

6 da?s/S nights San-Ftt £75 per person 
3 days# night* Fri-Son £35 per person 
1 week£95perpet»t» SE-l* 
Ohly £14 per perm 

colour TVs, 
tea/cofifee making 
facilities. 
Home-made food, 
and car parking. 

BOOK NOW 
call us on 
01271 866799 



FANORE 

Ballyvaughan 
Co. Clare 

Overlooking the Aran 
islands, the Atlantic and 
Fanore beach. 2 charmingly 
restored houses, each 
sleeping 8 people with all 
mod cons, open fires, all 
linen provided - 
Tel. 00353 6576220 or 
00353 872399990 


EUROPEAN GOLF 
MANAGEMENT 

Tailor made Golf Holidays 
to suit all budgets 
3 days in Ireland 
from £189 pp 
3 days in Isle of Man 
from £180 pp 
Above inclusive of return 
flights, car hire, 3 rounds 
of golf, 2 nights B&B 
Also England , Scotland & 
Wales Society Golf specialists 
For details 

0151 421 0487 


PEMBROKESHIRE 
COAST NATIONAL 
PARK 

Absolutely fabulous luxury 
Georgian detached house, 50 yds 
water's edge in idyllic harbour. 

6 bedrooms, inc 4 poster, sleeps 2-12 
4 bathrooms. Homely, immaculate, newly 
refurbished and furnished. 

Every comfort - dishwasher, video etc. 

Ample parking Fantastic views, 
unsurpassed beaches Possible free boat 
use. Our visitors book full of wonderful 
compliments & comments • find out 
why! Fully hooked July/ August, some 
availability rest of the year. 
TREAT YOURSELF . . . AND RELAX! 

01386 882126 



1998 TOURS 

• Aldeburgh - Britten, Bach & Debussy 

• Bodnant & Great Gardens oLWales 

• Lincoln - The Bomber Command Tra 

• Birdwatching in Red Kite Country 

• Brother Cadfael in Shrewsbury 

Free 1998 brochure 

Tel: 01743 718964 

Little Berriewood, 

Condover, 

Shrewsbury 

Shropshire SYS 3BY 


SOUTHERN PORTUGAL 

Peaceful holiday 
in small English family rur 
hotel with pool. 

From £60 pp pw B&B 

Tel/Fax: 0181 520 5713 


ACCOMMODATION 

REQUIRED 

for young professional 
graduate, clergy son, 
for one year in Oxford 
or surrounding area, 
June onwards 

Tel: 01902 330706 


Christian 

ENDEAVOUR 

HOLIDAY 

CENTRES 



The Christian 
Holiday People 


7 Centres situated in the most beautiful areas of Brita 

Beechwood Court Brockley Hall Lowenna Manor 

Conwy, N. Wales Saltbum, Cleveland Rock, Cornwall 

01492 593405 ir 01287 622329 ® 01706 355359 

St Winifreds 
Rhos-on-Sea, N. Wales 
01492 544128 


St Rhadagunds 
Ventnor, Isle of Wight 
01983 852160 

Ye Homesteade 
Sheringham, Norfolk 
tt 01263 822524 


* 1 998 Colour brochure 
plus further details 
® 01695 573372 


The Pleasaunce 
Overstrand, Norfc 
« 01263 579 21! 

Coach Holidays 
To all the centres 
w 01772 728078 


Self catering bungalows in the grounds of Lowenna Manor and The Pleasoum 
Ideal for Family and Church Holidays: Conferences: Mid-Week Break 
School Parties: Activity Weeks: Special Interest Breaks: Alpha Groups e 

. Christian Endeavour Holiday Centres Ltd — A Registered Charity 
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Like mother like daughter 

A mother and daughter conducted the Sunday service at 
St Michael’s Church, Amersham-on»the-Hill, one morning 
this February. 

The Revd Margaret Smith, (seen on the left) who was one 
of the first women to be made priest, was visiting St 
Michael’s where her daughter, the Revd Jo Chrich-Smith, is 
curate. 

Margaret Smith has been vicar of St Philip and St James, 
Scholes in Cleckheaton, Yorkshire, for the past two years, 
while Jo Clinch-Smith became St Michael’s first female 
curate in July last year after her ordination as a deacon. 
She will be ordained priest this June. Her husband Andy 
Chrich, is curate at St James, Gerrards Cross, just a few 
miles from Amersham. 

‘It was very special doing the service with Mum,’ said Jo 
Chrich-Smith.‘l think the congregation enjoyed it as well.’ 
Margaret Smith preached and presided at Holy 
Communion while Jo took the other parts of the service. 
In keeping with the spirit of the service, all the chalice 
assistants were women too! 


During the Conference, Eileen 
Carey, host of the spouses’ 
programme, will be launching 
her book The Bishop and I 
which includes contributions 
from 2 1 different countries 


It’s no holiday - Lambeth programme I 
the bishops’ spouses J), 

T Vi n Vi 11 gy K n n /lr n n /I /% f t Vi /> V\ i n V% t 


The husbands and wives of the bishops 
attending this year’s Lambeth Conference 
from July 18 - August 8 will be involved in 
their own programme of events hosted by 
Eileen Carey, wife of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, as Sally Hastings explains 

One thing is certain, among the 600 spouses 
from around the world who will be attending 
this year’s Lambeth Conference, there will be 
many with remarkable sto- 
ries of Christian witness tc 
tell. For while Christians car 
worship in comfort, and with 
out fear of persecution ir 
Britain, that is not the case ir 
many other countries. 

The Spouses’ Programme 
aims to provide a listening, 
caring and sharing forum. 

Hosting the event is Eileen 
Carey: ‘I am looking forward 
so much to welcoming a 
record number of spouses to 
Lambeth in 1998,’ she says. ‘I 
recall coming to the Lambeth 
Conference ten years ago a< 
the wife of a newly-appointec 
bishop, and how much m> 
vision was widened by meet 
ing so many spouses from al] 
over the Anglican 
Communion. I hope it will have the same 
effect on us as we meet together this year.’ 

Among a number of workshops on offer at 
the Conference are some which encourage a 


closer look at the role of 
the bishop’s sp'ouse. 

Other topics will- 
include women and 
leadership; and gender, 
culture and the Anglican 
Church. I 

While time for group prayer 
and Bible study was top of the list of requests 
from most of the spouses the programme will 
have its lighter moments too 
with keep fit sessions and a 
day out in London. 

Among the guest speakers 
will be the best-selling writ- 
ers Michelle Guinness and 
Susan Howatch. Jean Vanier 
of L’Arche will give an address 
on Holiness. The planning 
team has attempted to con- 
struct a finely balanced 
programme which will both 
stimulate and encourage the 
spouses, but provide them 
with plenty of time to relax 
and enjoy both being togeth- 
er and taking part in the 
wider Conference. 

The biggest challenge v/ill 
be making so many people 
from such diverse parts of 
the world feel comfortable 
and ‘at home’ in a relatively short space of 
time. 

Sally Hastings 
Press co-ordinator. Spouses Programme 


Living in Hope 


thanks to Christian Aid 


MILITARY MEDALS 

Militaria RAF log books wanted by 
private collector.. 

(01428) 644700 anytime. 


SENIORS' SUMMER HOLIDAY 

MONDAY 22nd-FRIDAY 26th JUNE 

A popular holiday week for the over 50s. 
Ministry and worship times in the mornings and 
evenings. Coach excursion organised. 

Full board 

Monday Tea to Friday Breakfast £142 p.p. 

FAMILY SUMMER HOLIDAY 

SATURDAY 1st - SATURDAY 8th AUGUST 
SATURDAY 8th - SATURDAY 15th AUGUST 

Fun for the whole family - sports tournaments, 
barbecue, bible teaching and worship. 
Children's programme. 

Full board 

Saturday Tea to Saturday Breakfast: £220 p.p. 

Send for our 1998 Diary which gives details 
of all our holidays and breaks. 

Pilgrim Hall 

Easons Green, Uckfield, East Sussex, TN22 5RE 
Tel: 01825 840295. Fax: 01825 840017 


In the mountains of northern 
Ethiopia, farmers are reclaim- 
ing land devastated by years of 
war, drought, deforestation, soil 
erosion and neglect. Newly-ter- 
raced hill sides are sown with 
vegetables irrigated by water 
flowing out of a pipe installed 
by the Ethiopian Orthodox 
Church with a grant from 
Christian Aid. A ‘rotating sheep 
and goat fund’ is prov- 
ing highly popular 
with women who pay 
for the sheep and 
goats they receive by 
returning the first 
lambs or kids to the 
fund for someone 
else. 

In Ethiopia’s east- 
ern lowlands the 
Karayus, nomadic 
herdsmen whose graz- 
ing lands were taken 
away from them by 
the government for a huge 
sugar plantation, are watering 
fruit tree seedlings from two 
new boreholes. They have a new 
school too, for their children 
who formerly had no access to 
education. The Gudina Tumsa 
Foundation, set up by the 
daughters of Gudina Tumsa, 
the founder of the first ecu- 
menical organisation in 
Ethiopia, originally came to the 
aid of the Karayus with money 
donated for a family wedding. 
Now Christian Aid has stepped 
in with longer-term funding. 

Live in Hope is the slogan for 
Christian Aid Week May 10 - 16, 
1998, which is focusing on 
Ethiopia, though of course the 


money collected will be spread 
across the work supported by 
the charity in 60 countries of 
the world. While our partner 
organisations get on with their 
work, Christian Aid supporters 
throughout the Diocese of 
Oxford and beyond are getting 
on with theirs. 

Behind the street collections, 
sponsored walks, bring and buy 
sales, plant sales, 
cake stalls and all 
the other activities 
which are taking 
place, are groups of 
people from church- 
es of all 
denominations who 
are convinced that 
the mission to bring 
‘Good News to the 
Poor’ is at the centre 
of the Gospel. 

Maggie Vaughan, 
Christian Aid organ- 
iser in Wokingham, is confident 
that Christian’Aid is on the 
right track. ‘People may remem- 
ber the Ethiopian famine and 
start asking if aid really works, 
and why we are still having to 
support the Ethiopian people’, 
she said. ‘But it is a question of 
explaining that long-lasting 
progress will always be slow. It 
must be built on solid founda- 
tions. We may prefer quick 
solutions but it is our steady 
support which will ensure that 
the people of Ethiopia can real- 
ly live in hope’. 

Wendy Tyndale 
Christian Aid organiser for 
Oxfordshire and Berkshire 


Don’t forget Children’s Gift Days 

We will be ‘Going for Gold’ on the following dates: 

Oxfordshire: Saturday May 1 6, St Augustine’s School, Oxford, 
Berkshire: Saturday May 30,Theale Green School. 
Buckinghamshire: Saturday June 6th, Waddesdon CofE 
School, Waddesdon. 

For your Gift Day Pack, contact Jenny Hyson at Diocesan 
Church House on 01865 208255. 


RIPON COLLEGE CUDDESON 
Master of Theology in Applied 
Theology (Part-Time) 

A postgraduate degree of the University of 
Oxford which integrates theological reflection 
and pastoral experience. 

The course consists of six modules taught at 
Cuddesdon and a dissertation of 25,000 words. 
For further information, candidates with a good first 
degree in theology should write to: 

The TXitoer for Theology Graduates 
Ripon College Cuddesdon, Oxford 0X44 9EX 
Tel. 01865 874404 Fax: 01865 875431 
e-mail: natalieknodel® ripon-cuddesdon.ac.uk 


The Prayer Pooi^Society 

THF, f RANMER AWARDS FOR 1998 

The preliminary round for Oxford Diocese, for young people age 1 1-18 to 
read to declaim passages of their own choice from the book of Common • 
Prayer, will be held on October 15 in Oxford. The winner of this round 
xvill ao to the National Final in December 1998. 

FIRST PRIZE OF £500 

to be shared by the winner and his/her school or church. Proportionate 
awards go to runners up. 

For details please contact: 

Mr J. I. Mitchell 

6 The Chase, Tylers Green, High Wycombe, Bucks 
HP10 8BA. Tel: 01494 813045 

A Registered Charity So 100178.1 to promote the Book of Prayer 


THE HEALING CHURCH 

" A Conference for the Whole Church " 
organised by 

Scottish Episcopal Renewal Fellowship 
with 

Francis & Judith MacNutt 

DEWARS RINKS, PERTH 
3rd-5th August, 1998 

Information and bookings 
01381 621717 


BLENHEIM 

PALACE 


SATURDAY, SUNDAY & MONDAY MAY 2nd, 3rd & 4th 


■XFORDSHIREI 

CRAFT SHQJ 


WOODSTOCK, OXON 


Beautiful Craft Ideas & Demonstrations from some of the finest Craftsmen Artists 
& Designers in the Country blend superbly with arena events & other attractions. £_\ 

.... nr nniT.itic* ruircT nnarr cumifc . Clog Maker • Basket Maker# Bodger • Falconry 

ONj^O^BRITAIN^FINES^CRAFTSHOW^^ p|tf$ Coracle Maker • Glass Blower • Cross Stitch • Sheepdogs 

Beekeeping • Woodcarving • Blacksmiths Competitions 


Adults £3.50 OAPs £3 Child £2 
The Finest Ever Oxfordshire Craft Show. Something For Everyone From: Living Heritage Craft Shows (01263) 820548 


11th 


YEAR 
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comment from 

The Editor 

S Home thoughts from abroad 

Pm sitting in front of a log fire in a 
house in rural France thinking 
about yesterday. It was Easter 
Sunday and I went to a village 
church of cathedral-like propor- 
tions.The 40-strong congregation contained just 
six men. No doubt the absent husbands and sons 
agreed with our charming but chauvinistic French 
neighbour that ‘church is for the women*. 

Quite unconsciously of course he hit the nail on 
the head.Thank God church has been ‘for the 
women* - in France and in our own country too. 
Without women some congregations would have 
disappeared without trace. Women have kept 
Sunday schools and youth clubs going, provided 
pools of coffee makers, flower arrangers and 
cleaners and above all prayed faithfully that one 
day our churches would be filled once more with 
both men and women. 

You only have to turn to Mary Turner's ‘God in the 
Life of’ story to appreciate the debt the Church 
owes to just one woman.Yet for the most part 
women like her have been the unsung and unpaid 
heroes of our church life. 

The Ecumenical Decade of Churches in Solidarity 
with Women has campaigned for a church where 
women and men stand side by side, as equals.This 
issue of The DOOR has ‘a bias towards women* to 
mark the end of that Decade and the achieve- 
ments of the EDCSW committee of this Diocese. 
It also celebrates the many Christian women, like 
Mary Turner and like those in our centre spread, 
who have steadfastly answered God’s call to 
ministry, often at considerable personal sacrifice. 

I am what is called an ‘unreconstructed woman*. I 
did not support the ordination of women. I would 
prefer the word ‘obey’ to remain in the marriage 
service. But sitting comfortably in this fireside 
chair in France, I feel a sudden surge of gratitude 
to all the Church’s pioneering women, lay and 
clergy alike.Their courage and commitment have 
won for us women, even traditionalists like me, 
the freedom to be ourselves. Without them, it is 
unlikely that our front page story would be the 
news that the first Diocesan Secretary is a 
woman and I might not be the editor of The 
DOOR. Christine Zwart 


Diocesan Sunday Prayer Diary 

May 3 (Easter 3) Newbury Deanery-Colin Scot-Dempster, 
Eliza Mays-Smith; Luke Pato, Principal, College of the 
Transfiguration, Grahamstown, South Africa; those who work in 
the retail trade May 10 (Easter 4) Deanery of Bradfield - 
Roger Howell, Andrew Bond; those working in the service 
industries- cleaners, postmen etc May I 7 (Easter 5 and 
Rogation Sunday) Christian Aid Week - Moussa Conteh, 
Monica Snell and all who work for Christian Aid; May 24 
(Sunday after Ascension Day) The DOOR - Christine 
Zwart, Venetia Horton and all volunteers involved with its work; 
‘Highway’, the newspaper of our link Diocese of Kimberley and 
Kuruman; all journalists May 3 1 (Pentecost Sunday) National 
Day ofVocations to the Religious Life; all the religious communi- 
ties in the Diocese; the theological colleges - Ripon College, 
Wycliffe Hall, St Stephen’s House, the Oxford/St Alban’s Ministry 
Course; all ordinands; people changing or starting work. 
Diocesan Weekly Prayer Diary ; The Weekly Prayer Diary 
has run out.There are long-term plans to include this Diary in 
The DOOR, although this may take a while to arrange! 



Members of the Diocese’s EDCSW committee pictured at the launch 
of Creating Confidence in Women , a book by their chairwoman, Jennifer 
Beresford: (from left to right) David Barton, Carol Boulter, Rosemary 
Peirce, Jennifer Beresford, Jo Saunders, Penny Keens, RosemaryTucker 


Equality 



Jennifer Beresford reflects on 
the achievements of the 
Ecumenical Decade of the 
Churches in Solidarity with 
Women which ends this year 

In 1988 the World Council of 
Churches launched the Ecumenical 
Decade of the Churches in 
Solidarity with Women. Its pur- 
pose was to enable churches to 
look at their structures, teachings 
and practices with a commitment 
to the full participation of women. 
It was an opportunity for the 
churches to reflect on the lives of 
women in society and to stand in 
courageous solidarity with them. 
Our vision was for a church where 
women are equal with men and 
where they are empowered to min- 
ister and use their talents and live 
free from violence. 

Like racism, sexism is invidious. 
It is often absorbed unconsciously 
from, our parents and from the tra- 
ditional culture of our society, so we 
are not always aware of our preju- 
dice and the way it influences us. As 
the World Council of Churches 
recognised, these attitudes are stub- 
bornly rooted in the patriarchal 
structures of the churches. While 
secular society has moved steadily 
forward, the churches, including 
ours, have only inched forward 
reluctantly with provisos and ‘let- 
out* clauses. That the Equal 
Opportunities law excludes the 
churches is an indication of this. 


God who created 
woman and man 
to bear your image 
and share your glory; 

and through 
a woman and a man 
defeated all defeat 
and set us free; 

renew in us 
the faith of Mary 
the love of Jesus 
and the joy of all 
the Saints; 

That the creatures 
of the earth 
may sing your praise 
For evermore Amen 

Prayer for the Ecumenical Decade of Churches 
in Solidarity with Women 


The gospel taught a radical equality 
between men and women but, for 
centuries the Bible has been used to 
justify the exclusion of women. Our 
theologies are shaped by biblical 
words; the historical traditions of 
the church; our sacramental experi- 
ences and through the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Equality is Scriptural 

Throughout scripture, despite the 
patriarchal nature of society, 
women’s witness was strong, and 
through acts of faith and daring 
assertions, women broadened the 
mission and ministry of Jesus. The 
first baptismal liturgies kept this 
vision when they affirmed: ‘there is 
neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor 
free, there is neither male nor 
female; for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus’ (Galatians 3:28). 

In this Diocese a group of men 
and women has been working at 
these issues since 1992. At first we 
heard endless stories about women 
being put down by both men and 
women, but mainly by clergy. To 
enable women to respond more con- 
fidently to these hurtful remarks, 
and to encourage us to see ourselves 
not as victims but able to take 
responsibility for changing atti- 
tudes, it seemed essential to 
increase our self-esteem and 
assertiveness skills. We ran a num- 
ber of ‘confidence’ courses . And in 
order to reach a wider number of 
women, I have put the material in a 
book, Creating Confidence in Women , 
just published, price £8.99, by SPCK. 

We have also held meetings on 
women living in poverty, both here 


and overseas, and on the work of 
Women’s Aid. We have pressed for 
the introduction of an Equal 
Opportunities Policy and were rep- 
resented on the group which drew 
up the proposals for this Diocese. 

Has the Decade had any effect? 
The general conclusion of the 
reports from the churches in this 
country is that during these ten 
years, either coincidentally or as a 
result of our activities, there have 
been some changes for the better 
for women in the church. Women 
have made progress in being 
involved in ministry and the deci- 
sion-making processes of the 
churches. The ordination of women 
agreed by General Synod in 1992 
was a landmark. The churches have 
started to take seriously the lan- 
guage of worship and the challenges 
of feminist theology. Questions of 
racism and sexism have begun to be 
tackled and some churches are fak- 
ing the problem of violence against 
women very seriously. 

But action on these issues has 
really only just begun and there is 
still much to do to build a true com- 
munity of women and men working 
towards a more participatory and 
inclusive church and community, 
more responsive to the call for jus- 
tice, engaged in a ministry of 
healing and reconciliation, with the 
spiritual and theological insights of 
women as well as men embraced as 
a gift from God. 

We are planning an exciting day at 
Dorchester Abbey on June 6 to cele- 
brate the end of the Decade and to 
look forward to the future. Do come 
and join us. 


Books, newsletters, technical ft 

VI 

manuals, brochures, flyers, jr 
menus, advertisements, business J 
cards, letterheads, postcards... TJ 


Your message 
dearly communicated 


PROVIDENCE 
ROW 

(Registered Charity 207454 ) 

Building on our long tradition of a Christian and 
professional response to the homeless and 
dispossesed. 

Since 1860 we have been helping people find a way 
back to settled living through access to 
acccommodation, training and long-term support. 
There are so many ways you can help us continue this 
work. Donations and enquiries to: 

Sister Winefride at: 

Providence Row, 50 Crispin Street, 

London El 6I1Q 
Tel. 0171 375 0020 

/ enclose a donation for your work. 

Please debit my Mastercard Q Visa Q 
CharityCard □ (tick) 



Expirty Date Amount £ 

Date: 

Cheques should be made payable to Providence Row 
Please send me further information about the work of 
Providence Row 

Name 

Address 


Postcode 


We want to see 
the British Church 
in Retreat, 

The Wycliffe Centre is dedicated 
to helping Christians to 
"Be still and know that I am God." 

tit 

We would love to welcome you - . 
especially families, but any group 
from 1-120. The Wycliffe Centre 
is situated close to the M40. 

tit 

For more details contact: 

Conference Manager. The Wycliffe Centre, 
Horsleys Green. High Wycombe. Bucks HP14 3X1 
Tel: 01494 482521 



SOCIETY OF RETREAT CONDUCTORS 


STACKLANDS RETREAT HOUSE 

West Kingsdown, Kent TNI 5 6AN (01474) 852247 

We are an Anglican Centre for the giving of retreats according to the 
Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius Loyala. 

Open & Group Retreats - preached or individually guided - are listed 
in the current programme which is available from the Administrator. 
(Registered Charity No 246045) 


CHURCH RESTORATION CO. LIMITED 

384 GREEN LANE, LONDON SE9 3TQ 

SPECIALISTS IN 

• CHURCH DECORATION • CHURCH RENOVATION 

• STONE RESTORATION • CLEANING • MASONRY 
• ROOFING • STAINED GLASS WORK & LISTED BLDGS. 

TELEPHONE: 0181 851 3980 faxioisi 857 8980 


1 

i * « 
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letters to the editor 


Tribute to local 
Christian radio 

We would like to place on record how 
very much we appreciate the Sunday 
Breakfast progfamme which is broad- 
cast on Thames Valley FM local radio 
on Sunday mornings between 6-9am. 
The content of the programme is first 
class, both interesting and informative 
and we would commend it wholeheart- 
edly. We are sure that we must speak 
on behalf of many as we express our 
thanks to all those responsible for an 
excellent programme. 

Ken and Jean Crozier, Kennington, Oxford 


Why invest in armaments? 

I was disturbed to read a report in The 
Independent that the Diocese of Oxford 
holds in excess of £1 million in shares 
in GEC and GKN, the largest invest- 
ment in arms exporting companies of 
any diocese in England. 

I note that today (March 24, 1998) the 
paper has published an apology and 
some corrections to the article after 
complaints from some of the other dio- 
ceses mentioned. However, no denial or 


retraction has yet been made in the 
case of the Oxford Diocese. 

I am sure there are very many church- 
goers in the Diocese who would not 
wish the money which they donate in 
good faith to be used in this way, and I 
hope I can be reassured that the allega- 
tion is untrue, or at least, that urgent 
steps are being taken to divert these 
very considerable assets into more con- 
structive and beneficial forms of 
investment. I write as an admirer of 
the principled public stand the Bishop 
of Oxford has taken in the past against 
the unethical investment policies of 
the Church Commissioners. 

Rosemary Burton, Oxford 

New lectionary too bulky 

The parishioners of St Martin’s Church, 
Fenny Stratford, would like to know of 
other worshippers’ thoughts on the 
new Revised Common Lectionary. 

We are, for the most part, an elderly 
congregation with a large percentage 
of the people aged 85 and over, whose 
eyesight is not what it used to be. We 
all feel that at the bulk-purchase price 
of nearly £12 each, it is a lot to pay for 
something that cannot be used proper- 
ly. As a pew book it is far too thick to 
go in the book-holders on the back of 
church chairs; it is also too bulky to go 
into a pocket or handbag. We are all of 
the opinion that there is far too much 
waste space on each page, and if this 
had been used more economically, the 
book size could have been reduced. 

As the publishers were rather late in 
getting these books out for the 
changeover last November, they were 
bought ‘blind’. I have written to the 
publishers and await their comments. 
Barbara Goodman, 

Secretary to St Martin’s PCC. 

Wrong route to unity 

There is a plaintive tone to your report 
(The DOOR, April, page 3) about the 
recent visit to Rome of 29 representa- 
tives of Churches Together in England. 
Although the Pope gave them special 
words of encouragement, they made 


no progress with the Council for 
Promoting Christian Unity. Will they 
never learn that, to the Roman Church, 
Christian Unity means everyone 
‘rejoining* the Church of Rome? 

It is time our representatives took a 
more aggressive line with Rome, point- 
ing out our claim to be part of the 
Catholic Church provided by God for 
those who are unable to accept Roman 
doctrine, and drawing attention to the 
increasing number of Roman Catholics 
who take Holy Communion in 
Anglican churches and Roman 
Catholic priests who openly admit 
Anglicans to Holy Communion in 
Roman Catholic churches. 

The sooner the Roman Catholic hierar- 
chy realises how many Roman 
Catholics do not believe all that their 
Church teaches, yet take Holy 
Communion, the sooner they will 
admit it is wrong to deny the 
Sacrament to anyone who honestly 
believes (s)he is replicating precisely 
what Christ’s disciples did at the Last 
Supper - without worshipping the 
bread they received. 

Brian Foster, Stanford-in-the-Vale, Faringdon 

Oppose cruel animal deaths 

Re the article by Margaret Drage (In My 
View) in the March DOOR. The fact that 
so many people are opposed to fox- 
hunting does not mean that they are 
not equally concerned about live ani- 
mal exports and all other forms of 
cruelty to animals. 

In The Times (26 December 1997) eight 
bishops spoke out against fox hunting 
saying that it is immoral that ‘the sav- 
age and terrifying death of an animal 
is termed a sport’. One of them, the Rt 
Revd Dominic Walker, the Bishop of 
Reading, was a regular supporter of the 
protests at Shoreham against live ani- 
mal exports. 

The real cruelty of fox hunting lies in 
the exhaustion, terror and trauma 
inflicted on the victim. It is never ‘a 
quick kill’. Postmortem examinations 
of foxes savaged by hounds show exten- 
sive wounds to abdomen and thorax, 
intestines hanging out and death 
caused by pathological shock. 

The definition of ‘to hound’ is ‘to pur- 
sue relentlessly’ and hounds are bred 
for endurance, not speed, in order to 
prolong the chase! 

Marcelle Williams, SS Mary & John, 
California 


Tetsworth couple raise £8,000 


Richard and 
Heather Moore 
(centre right) 
photographed 
outside St 
Mary’s Church 
in Thame as 
they celebrated 
Tearfund 
Sunday on 
March 29. Last 
year the 
Moores sold 
£8, 000-worth of 
Tearfund goods at churches, fairs and 
fetes - not a bad achievement when the 
total sold through Tearc raft (the trading 
arm ofTearfund) in 1997 in the UK was 
£l.lmillion.Tearfund is a Christian relief 
and development agency which 
supports people in the Third World by 
selling their craft goods through area 
representatives like Richard and 



Heather. 

‘When I visited 
Thailand with 
Tearfund last 
year,’ said 
Richard, ‘I met 
a lady who told 
me that if she 
hadn’t been 
able to support 
herself through 
making crafts, 
her daughter 
would have 
been in the Bangkok sex trade.’ Richard 
and Heather are pictured with the Revd 
Janet Hulett (who worked for Tearfund 
before she was ordained), the minister 
in charge of the Open House service at 
St Mary’s at which Stephen Rand, the 
Communications Director ofTearfund 
(far right), was the guest speaker. 
Photograph: Venetia Horton 


Clergy and Lay Appointments 

The Revd Simon Cansdale, Assistant Curate, St Mary’s, Bletchley, to be CuFate of Holy 
Trinity, Cambridge in the Ely Diocese; The Revd Helen Cockell, Assistant Curate, Bracknell 
Team Ministry, is moving to the Coventry Diocese; The Revd Tim Cockell, Assistant Curate, 
Bracknell Team Ministry, to be Assistant Curate with the Rugby Team in the Missionary 
District of St George’s, Hillmorton, Coventry Diocese; The Revd Richard Coombs, Curate 
of St Helen’s Bishopsgate w. St Andrew’s Undershaft and Priest-in-charge of St Peter’s, 
Cornhill in the London Diocese to be Vicar of Burford w Fulbrook, Taynton, Asthall 
Swinbrook and Widford; The Revd J Andrew Evans, Curate in the Walton Team Ministry, 
Aylesbury, to be Curate of Caversham; The Revd Cyril Harris, Vicar of St Giles’, Stoke Poges 
is retiring at the end of October, 1998; The Revd Jeremy Harris, Priest/Team Vicar, Ebbw 
Vale, Monmouth Diocese, Church of Wales, to be Team Vicar, Bracknell Team Ministry; The 
Revd Brian Kyriacou, Team Vicar in the Schorne Team Ministry, to be the Incumbent, All 
Saints, Edmonton, London Diocese; The Revd Sister Josie Midwinter, University of Wales, 
Lampeter, to be Assistant Curate at Didcot with special responsibility for Ladygrove; The 
Revd Roger Salisbury, Team Rector of Great Chesham, to be Rural Dean of Amersham; The 
Revd Barrie Scott, Assistant Curate, St Michael’s, Tilehurst, to a teaching post at Stockwell 
Green School, Birmingham; The Revd Christopher Walker, Vicar of St Mary’s Headington, 
Oxford, to be Rector of South Moreton with North Moreton, Aston Tirrold and Aston 
Upthorpe. 


DAVID HATHAWAY 

Straight back from Moscow, Siberia - and Israel! 
Come & Hear 

The latest on the new Russian religious law as told to 
him by representatives of the ®ussian Government and 
Christian lawyers in Moscow - the miraculous new door 
God has opened for David to evangelise all over 
Russia! - The success of our Mobile Mission Teams . . 
.Prophecy over Israel . . . 

Cheney School, Gypsy Lane, Headington, Oxford 
on Saturday April 25 at 7.30pm & Sunday April 26 at 6pm 
For further information telephone 01865 558557 
All Welcome: An offering will be taken for Russia 


David Hathaway president of Bjwision, has ministered in Eastern 
Europe for over 30 years. In the last 3 years he has held more than 160 
intensive crusades m the former Soviet Union . . . 

More Stan a quarter of a mffion under the sound of the Gospel .. . 

Over 13,500 documented healings and many more besides 
Strong prophetic vision over Russia and Israel. . . 


euroVision 

MI5SI0N TO EUROPE 


Receive the fire! Receive the fire! Receive the fire! 

Register for 
your FREE 
copy today 

[YES Please send me a 
I FREE copy of the latest 
I issue of Prophetic Vision 

I 

•Name 



Postcode....*,, 
j Simply return this coupon 
I today to: 

— ^ I EUROVISION Mission to 
1 ^ ■ Europe 

FREEPOST, 

41 Healds Road 
> Dewsbury WF1 3 4BR 


Floating Wood 
Flooring 

sourced from manaaed central European forests. 
Practical natural ana beautiful, wood feels warm 
underfoot, no gaps to collect dirt and dust which can 
aggravate asthma and other allergies. Simplv wipes 
clean with damp cloth. Durable, re-sandable if 
required. 

Supplied as sealed tongue and qroove planks. These 
are glued together, not nailed or Tixed to the sub-floor, 
on your choice of underlay (hence the name "floating 
flooring"). 

Construction: High auality, precisely engineered wood 
flooring at affordable prices. 

2.2m, lm or other plank lengths 
4mm, 2.2mm or other hardwood thickness 
Single or triple strip planks (see below) 

1 86mm, 1 1 Omm or other widths 
1 5mm, 1 3mm or other total thicknesses 
Tongue and grooved on all sides 
REAL WOOD top layer (not a plastic veneer) sealed 
with an ecologically friendly multi-layer, UV, satin, effect 
finish. Thick, strong, multi-cross ply core and solid 
wood base give structural stability, acoustic and thermal 
insulating qualities. 

Indicative wood colour guide. Other species 
e g. Birch, available. 

Wood, being a natural product, varies. Up to 4 
classifications available with progressively more 
variations in wood grain, colours and knots. 

Wood, borders, underlay and installation service 
available 

Simply call Noelle 0118 954 6235 for prices, 

advice or to see the wood. 

The Unicorn Connection Limited, Tel: 01 18 954 6235 
8 Berrylands Road, Caversham, Reading RG4 8NU 
Fax: 0118 954 6142 

hrtp /, wwv. unicorn connection CO uk/woodRopring E mail ioles@umcofiv connection couk 




The strongest • The lightest • The Best 


Total gardening enjoyment comes free with these no-hassle work horses, 

built with uncompromising excelence in both design and materials: 

• indestructible, yet lightweight hopper - will never rust, buckle or break. 

• hot-dip galvanised, 30mm tubular steel chassis - robust and superbly 
balanced. 

• large, heavy-duty tyres, complete with rater bearings - smooth, 
effortless rolling. 

f all fittings in stainless steel - 
nothing will rust or deteriorate 
with time. 

Range of five in three sizes. Request 

literature from: 

BOULDER BARROWS 

P0 Box 40, Woking, Surrey GU22 7YU 
yTei: (01483) 727 888 



SAMARITANS 

Could you be a Samaritan? 

We are always needing help and now is the 
right time to ask us for more information 
and to join our next training group. 

We urgently need ordinary people 
- like you. always there 

Help us to help others 

Telephone: 01635 42452 


O The., 
Samaritans 


Kc-g CIUMiy No 1005830 



STOLES 

and all embroidered 
vestments and furnishings including 
Altar Frontals, Lectern Falls and 
Banners 

made to commission. 
Embroidery repairs undertaken 
Plain and embroidered altar linen 


Embroidery for 
worship, ceremony 
and celebration 

Please contact: 

Christine Donaldson 
OPUS 

75 Ovem Avenue 
Buckingham 
MK18 1LU 
Tel: 01280 823132 


CHIPS (Christian International Peace Service) is a 
small Christian charity, involved in peacemaking 
and development projects in Uganda. We have a 
vacancy at our Henley office, for a: 

Part-Time Administrator 

18-20 hrs/pw (flexible) 

Key aspects of the job include: providing 
secretarial support to the Director, general accounts 
administration, editing regular Newsletter, assisting 
in the organisation of appeals and fund-raising 
events. 

Computer literacy essential. The job would suit an 
organised, efficient person, with an aptitude Tor 
figures and an interest in development. 

Contact: Karen-Ruth Rippiner, 
CHIPS, Bix Bottom Farm, 
Henley-on-Thames, 

Oxfordshire RG9 6BH 








1 0 . women and the church 


THE DOOR MAY 1998 



Produce Your Own 

• Magazines ★ Newsletters 

• Parish Information 

• Professionally 

• Efficiently 

• Economically as a Printer 

• Delivers 130 copies Per Minute 

• Operates like a Copier 

• 1 ,000 copies cost only £ 1 .37 (plus paper) 

• Copies in Colour 

With the 

OS09O Digital printer 


New and Refurbished Photocopiers 
alwavs available 


For details or demonstration phone 

01703 330611 

APPLE OFFICE EQUIPMENT 

Unit 5 Vicroy House, Mountbatten Business Centre 
Southampton SO 15 1HY 



United States 
of America 


Head in the Clouds? 


Hollywood - meet the stars 

Cleveland - where? 

Alaska - Northern Exposure 

Miami - sand & sound machines 

Now meet the real 
America . . . 

"All you need is a change of 
pants and your airfare" 


12 Months (Sept-Skpt) 





Live In Community 


Grassroots Development 


Work with any age 


that needs JESUS 

Tel: 0181 444 7226 

Registered Charity No: 286163 
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HCJB WORLD RADIO - more than just a 

radio station .... broadcasting 113 hours each day in over 60 
languages and dialects . . . operating two hospitals and a large 
community health programme in Ecuador . . . partnering 
in Christian radio ministries around the world. WANT TO 
KNOW MORE? We'd love to share more of this with your ] 

Church, Fellowship or Christian Union; details from j 
HCJB-UK Freepost BD2459, 131 Grattan Road, Bradford hcJB 

BD1 2HS (Tel: 01274 721810; Fax 01274 741302) world 

RADIO 





Previous Taize Pilgrim would like to 
•visit again in a group. Any party 
planning to go from the diocese with 
a space can they please ring and 
either speak to Eric Anderson or 
leave details if necessary 
OT T 8 942^381 1 


f 


Happy to serve and 


So much achieved: 
so much more to do 

I am an educationalist and counsellor 
trained in individual, marital and family 
work, and I am responsible for training 
and supervising others in these skills. As 
a Reader, I preach, lead worship, and 
oversee the house groups at my church, 
St Peter’s in Furzeplatt, Maidenhead, as 
well as leading a group in my own 
home. I also supervise the church’s mar- 
riage preparation classes and see that 
the banns are read. 

I serve on the PCC, Deanery and 
Diocesan Synods; Bishop’s Council; the 
Diocesan Board for Social Responsibility; 
the Buildings Committee and the 
Diocesan Pastoral Committee. I am also 
involved in Reader training through the 
Portfolio Scheme, and the 
Buckinghamshire and Berkshire train- 
ing programmes. I have chaired the 
managers of a church primary school 
and, in 1996, with Bishop John Bone, 



Doris Swinbank with her late 
husband John on holiday at Lands 
End in Cornwall in 1 989 


then Bishop of Reading, and David Wright, I 
was involved in the publication of The 
Greatness of the Trust, a report on the dangers 
of inappropriate sexual behaviour between 
members of the clergy and their congrega- 
tions. 

I was also involved with the foundation of 
FOCUS, one of the Federation of Christian 
Caring and Counselling Schemes in the 
Diocese, which acts as a training and 


resource group. 

All that I have been doing could have been 
done by another woman with similar gifts 
and experience, even 20 years ago! Attitudes 
have generally changed for the better, espe- 
cially since women’s ordination, but I have 
never had any problem, even though some 
churches have hardened their attitudes and 
refuse to allow a woman to preside at com- 
munion. 

I aim to work professionally, and much of 
what I use comes from my experience, pro- 
fession and theology. Just as men are 
different one from another, so are women - 
we all work with what we have. 

I would like to see more women go on to 
become archdeacons and bishops, but 
maybe the Church is not yet ready for this. 
We need more understanding of gender 
issues and sexuality, the sameness and the 
differences between men and women, and 
what God is saying on this topic. I feel ful- 
filled as a woman in the Church, but I 
would just like to see lay presidency and be 
part of that! 

Doris Swinbank 


A vital role: the clergy wife 

Since 1969, when I married 
Vinay Samuel, a clergyman 
in the Church of South 
India, my role in the 
Church has been that of a 
clergy wife. Though this 
role is often not well- 
defined, to me it has been 
central to all that I do in 
the diocese and the wider 
community in India. It also 
underpins my role here in 
England at the Oxford 
Centre for Mission Studies 
where I am the co-ordinator 
for pastoral care and hospi- 
tality. St John’s Church in 
Bangalore, where my hus- 
band was priest-in-charge from 1975-85, is a large and 
fairly wealthy church with strong Anglican traditions. 
Here, as in other churches where Vinay and I minis- 
tered, I was encouraged, both by him and other church 
members, to be myself and was given the freedom to 
refuse the traditional roles expected of a clergy wife 
such as presiding over the Mothers’ Union and 
Women’s Fellowship. Instead, as a group member, I was 
able to motivate many of the women to become trained 
counsellors, theological students, Bible study and 
prayer leaders and pastoral assistants. 

Then, in the midst of caring for a growing family and 
church, the Lord led me back to a very poor community 
in which I was involved before marriage, where I began 
teaching older children who were illiterate or school 
drop-outs for two hours a day. 

The renewed involvement with the poorest families on 
a daily basis led many of St John’s members to get out 
of their pews and go beyond the church compound 
walls to find great joy in being where the poor were. A 
blanket distribution one cold December to the home- 
less of Bangalore led to the establishment of several 
new projects for the poor. In 1983 we moved out of St 
John’s to live and work amongst the poor and to plant a 
church. We continue to be deeply involved in this min- 
istry which has a staff of 160; 85% of whom are women. 
Together with other women, and with the support of 
my local church, I was given the freedom to develop 
innovative ideas of caring for women in the other 79 
churches in our diocese. A strong group of women lead- 
ers grew gently but purposefully, and began not just 
filling ‘reserved seats’ on committees for women, but 
actually voicing opinions on policy and decision-mak- 
ing in the diocese. My most recent role was Associate 
Treasurer, where being a clergy wife helped me bring in 
quotas (parish share) correctly and on time. 

Sadly today the privilege of being a full-time clergy wife 
is not possible for every woman as the need to find full- 
time employment is a necessity. This is a great loss to 
the Church, particularly in areas of rapid social change 
such as in India where marriages are under pressure s 
and family problems are increasing. I believe that a cler- 
gy wife’s presence during pastoral visiting and crisis 
counselling is essential. 

Colleen Samuel 



All with my congregation’s b 


The area of Micklefield and Wycombe Marsh is 
one of the seven districts which make up the 
High Wycombe Team Ministry. Two names, two 
distinct areas, two churches - St Peter’s and St 
Anne’s - serving an area of approximately 8,000 
people, but with one team vicar, working on my 
own with the help of my congregation. 

It’s not always been like that. In 1986, the 
then Team Vicar was joined by a deaconess, 
now the Revd Pat Whelan, and the congrega- 
tion supported her in her ministry and 
celebrated with her when she became a deacon 
in 1987'- a congregation who were saddened 
when, during an interregnum, she could not 
consecrate the elements or give people absolu- 
tion or the blessing. 

I replaced her in 1992 as a new curate and 
deacon. It was that congregation which rejoiced 
with me when I was priested in April 1994; that 
congregation which supported me through an 
interregnum, and when I became their Team 
Vicar.in March 1996. 

HeVe is a place that finds the ministry of a 
woman not out of the ordinary, but perfectly 
natural; here, it is not whether you are male or 
female that is important, but whether you. can 
do the job and whether you are called to serve 
them. In this place a decade ago, a woman was 
doing the job, but she was denied the right to 
perform the priestly actions; a right she and I 


now have and the peop 
am in a very privileged 
very remarkable place v 
but throughout my worl 
for Women in Ordain 
dened that there are sti 
have yet to discover tl 
what sex their priest is, 
ly functions, the servin 
matters. 



The Revd Julia Wilkin* 
Wycombe Marsh brar 
British Legion onVJ D 


Enjoying the privileges of the la 



As Social Responsibility Officer 
for the Oxford Diocese I aim to 
raise awareness of social issues 
across the Diocese, to offer 
reflection and education, and to 
encourage and enable people to 
respond in a positive way. 

I do a lot of travelling around 
deaneries and parishes co-ordi- 
nating the work of about 50 
volunteer members of various 


Jo Saunders, Oxford 
Diocesan Social 
Responsibility Officer, with 
her husband Bob 


issues groups. They cover fami- superf 
lies, poverty, housing, criminal ed in 1< 
justice, women’s issues and token < 

many more. Our small depart- cause c 
ment is all-female - myself and lenge t 
Dorothy Fox, my half-time secre- opinio: 
tary who handles enquiries and ‘wome 
routine post, plus minutes and womai 
mailings for ten groups. naggin 

One advantage I have as a seen as 

women is that bringing up a Since t 
family while working and study- lay woi 
ing has taught me to juggle been le 

many different tasks in one day, few pai 
and to do two or three things at them. 1 
once! A disadvantage is that, as to be fc 
a lay woman, I am constantly istry cr 
asked about my background one tin 

and training - a clergyman really f 

would probably escape this. mote j\ 

A woman was first appointed to who ar 
this job nine years ago, so I’ve just a j< 
had to make sure that I don’t let istry ar 
the side down! Attitudes has cal 

towards women have changed 
in many ways, but often only 
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the central point . 1 1 
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Joris Swinbank 


Some women 
were brought up 
to believe that 
they were just as 
good as men and 
did not expect to 
find opposition 
in their chosen 
career. Others 
are happy to 
flourish in a 
man’s world. We 
asked six women 
to write about 
their experiences 
as Christian 
professionals 


tion’s blessing 

ve and the people wanted. I know that I 
1 very privileged position, working in a 
narkable place with remarkable people, 
Dughout my work as the Bishop’s Adviser 
men in Ordained Ministry, I am sad- 
:hat there are still some parishes which 
it to discover that it does not matter 
x their priest is, but that it is the priest- 
tions, the serving and the vocation that 

Julia Wilkinson 



ivd Julia Wilkinson With the 
nbe Marsh branch of the Royal 
Legion onVJ Day, 1995 


f the lay ministry 

fami- superficially. Women are accept- 

minal ed in leadership roles and as 
nd token committee members, but 

:part- cause comment if they chal- 

lf and lenge traditions or have 
e secre- opinions outside perceived 

es and ‘women’s issues’. An assertive 

?s and woman is often seen as bossy or 

nagging, where a man might be 
1 seen as decisive or persistent, 

ip a Since the ordination of women, 

i study- lay women in ministry have 
*le been left out in the cold, with 

ne day, few paid posts available to 
ings at them. Perhaps a new battle has 
lat, as to be fought to make lay min- 
ntly istry credible again. This is the 
ind one time in my life when I feel 

in really fulfilled. Working to pro- 
ds. mote justice dnd to help those 

ited to who are most vulnerable is not 
) I’ve just a job; it is a fulfilling min- 
on’t let istry and mission to which God 
has called me. 

nged Jo Saunders 
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The police sergeant: obedient to my call 


Whilst I am an active member in my 
church, and help out where I can, regu- 
lar commitments are not possible due 
to the nature of my work. I believe that 
God calls all Christians to be ‘full-time 
Christian workers’ in all walks of life, 
and the police service is no exception. I 
therefore feel that my main ministry is 
through my work. 

Reaching back almost ten years to my 
initial interview, I now realise that it 
was far from ‘equal-opportunities- 
friendly’. The main focus of the 
interview appeared to be what I would 
do when I fell in love at training school! 
Advice given to me shortly after I joined, 
by another Christian woman was ‘as a 



Kizzy Wheeler says your church 
can ‘Adopt a Cop’! 
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woman in the police, you need to be 
better than your male colleagues to get 
accepted, and as a Christian, even better 
still’. 

I certainly felt that I had to prove my 
ability to do the job and only then was I 
fully accepted. Over the years I have 
seen many changes and believe the sys- 
tem is much fairer today. The 
organisation has placed a lot of empha- 
sis on improving the attitudes and 
behaviour of its staff. I am now confi- 
dent that I would be just as likely of 
getting a posting as a man would; 
although whether comments such as 
‘she only got it because she was a 
woman’ would stop, is quite another 
matter - the culture cannot be changed 
overnight. 

For me, the sheer number of times I 
have been available to be a listening ear 
to those in need, be it colleagues or vic- 
tims, is sufficient confirmation that I 
have been obedient to my call. It has not 
always been easy and I have really appre- 
ciated the prayer support of my church 
and friends. 

The Christian Police Association is 
launching a new initiative called ‘Adopt 
a Cop’. If your church would like to pray 
more effectively for its local officers, 
then please contact CPA at John 
Williamson House, 400 Uppington Road, 
Leicester LE5 2DP for details. 

Kizzy Wheeler 

Kizzy Wheeler lives in Newbury where she 
attends St Nicolas Church. She is a sergeant 
in the Thames Valley Police and during her 
nine years of service has worked on uniform 
patrol at both Newbury and Reading; the 
Family Protection Unit which deals with vic- 
tims of child abuse and rape; and local 
training, and is currently implementing a 
new staff appraisal process. 


Diocesan Synod member: 
happy to be in a man’s world 


In 1970 I was the ‘new blood’ we look for 
on Church committees. My second daugh- 
ter was born in the same year as 
Synodical Government, and when I 
looked round for ‘Something to Do’ I 
found in the Church of England involve- 
ment, interest, and many challenges. 

After the PCC, the Deanery and 
Diocesan Synods, I like meeting people, 
and having discovered I quite enjoy pub- 
lic speaking, I did a course, aware that 
the clergy practise weekly. Unfilled places 
on the Bishop’s Council were advertised 
- I stood for election because it sounded 
rather grand, and attended several meet- 
ings before I dared say anything! Those 
days were fun, being a woman in a man’s 
world - and never a queue for the loo. I 
appreciated friendship and support from 
other women, and encouragement and g 
guidance from clergy and lay men, even ^ 
when they disagreed with what I said. £ 

In the Deanery things were less com- ft 
fortable. Elected as Lay Chairman in * 
1979, I became a member ex officio of § 
ecumenical committees. I attended a£ 
committed Anglican Church, anathema 
to those who regarded resistance to unity 
as evidence of human weakness or even 
sin. Possibly worried about the state of 
my soul rather than my gender, some 
large, ordained, Christian men were quite 
nasty to me, but others upheld me. 

Having had some breaks in service, 
and worked with other Boards and 
Councils, I am currently back in my ‘70s 
mode. I believe God calls me to be where 
I am in all spheres of my life, and as a 



woman I feel fulfilled. But as a lay person 
I am concerned to see, and hear about, 
attitudes and ways of working by some 
ordained men and women which 
marginalise and disempower the laity. 
All are called: the lay vocation must not 
be undervalued. 

Penny Keens 

Penny Keens is a lay member of the Oxford 
Diocesan Synod. She lives in Milton Keynes 


Shades of Glass 

Studio 

Craftsman built Lead Light and Stained Glass 
Windows. Specialists in Church Window refur- 
bishment and replacement. 

Call us for free quotation on: 

★ Lead Lights 

★ Vandal damage 

★ Hand painted detail 

★ Stained glass and engraved 
detail 

We also specialise in the supply and fitting of 
stainless steel and/or galvanised grills. 
Recognised by Ecclesiastical Insurance Group. 
All work undertaken in our own studio. 
References available. 

INTEREST FREE TERMS AVAILABLE 

Shades of Glass Studio 

12 Fane Drive, 

Berinsfield, Oxon 0X10 7NB 
Tel. OXFORD 01865 340831 
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Windows 
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HIGHLANDS HOTEL 
JERSEY 1998 

SEND NOW FOR YOUR 

FREE VIDEO/BROCHURE 
INFORMATION PACK 

ykEn-suite all rooms; y^Guest Speaker ministry; 

TV/Direct Dial Telephones (all rooms); 

Situated peninsula , unrivalled sea-views; 
discounts Snr. Citizens/Church groups. 

Children Free (up to 7 yrs). Special events. 

TEL: 01534 44288. FAX: 47273 



Lasting solutions 
to the problems 
of poverty 

Intermediate Technology is a 
British charity working with 
Third World communities on 
small-scale, self-help projects, 
building on existing skills and 
developing new ones. 

Founded by the noted 
economist E.F. Schumacher, 

I author of Small is Beautiful , IT 
helps people to work their way 
out of poverty and enhance 
their quality of life. 

How you 

and your church 

can help 

For information, a resource list 
and projects you can support, 
please contact Winifred Dalby, 
Churches Liaison Officer, 


Intermediate Technology, 
Myson House, Railway Terrace, 
Rugby CV21 3HT 

Tel: 01788 560631 

Patron HRH Prince of Wales 

Reg. Charity 247257. Company Reg. 871954 


ID 

6=0 


o 

> 


o 

6 ) 


Shaw Trust is a leading national charity which 
currently helps over 5000 disabled people into 
work each year. 

Supported placements is just one of the schemes 
run by Shaw Trust. Through funding which 
comes directly from the Employment Service, 
Shaw Trust supports over 2500 disabled people 
in employment in a wide range of companies, 
the scheme offers long term support in the 
workplace for people who, by the nature or 
severity of their disability, would be unable to 
obtain or retain jobs in the open market. 

Shaw Trusts’ local Development Officer, Karen 
O’Brien, is currently fundraising to enable her to 
launch Shaw Trusts' Supported Open 
Employment scheme, through which the trust is 
able to offer a financial subsidy to companies 
who offer employment to a person with a 
disability. 

To find out more about Shaw Trust , or to make 
a donation , 

please telephone Shaw Trust on 

01225 716350. 

Minicom 0345 697288 
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Rukba 


CAN WE HELP 
SOMEONE 
YOU KNOW? 


SP elft 9 

stay ir 

Charity Reg No: 210729. 

Tel: 0171 602 6274 

Rukba, The Royal United Kingdom Beneficient Association 
helps elderly people on low incomes remain in their own 
homes and enables them to maintain their dignity, 
independence and quality of life. 

Rukba provides more than 5,200 elderly people with a small, 
regular, guaranteed additional income. Our network of over 
900 volunteers visit beneficiaries, offering friendship and 
ensuring general welfare. 

Unfortunately, it is not possible for Rukba to help everyone, 
and so we concentrate on helping those people who have 
devoted their lives caring for others; people like nurses, 
teachers or those who have looked after family or friends. 

If you know someone whom you feel might benefit from our 
help, or you would like more information about our work, 
please contact: 

Mrs A Hall. 

Telephone: 01844 238303 
or Mr J Pedell. Telephone 01844 212078 


HAMILTON HOUSE 

West Street, Buckingham 

Hamilton House is an extremely comfortable, well equipped 
and spacious Home providing respite, convalescent 
and long term care. 

The Home, which is located in the heart of Buckingham, 
enjoys many benefits including highly qualified and 
caring staff, full-time 

Activities Organiser, regular outings, Medical Officer cover 
and sophisticated security. 

To arrange a viewing, or for our comprehensive brochure, 
please contact Mrs Wickham 
Telephone: Buckingham (01280) 813414 


ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising in the 
tranquilliser- free care of patients with Alzheimer's disease. 
We have qualified and experienced staff, large gardens 
and grounds, and beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, 
or respite care, contact: 

GEORGE TUTHILL 
who will be pleased to show you around. 

4P&SDINCCTON Near Banburv 

5R)USB Oxon OX17 1SD 

iudbwh Telephone: (01295) 750513 


Established 20 years 

^ Dedicated to the care 
iL— » of Denture wearers 


■ established 20 years 
|» We make, dentures look 
like natural teeth at 
affordable prices, on the 
premises. 

Sunken features can be 
supported to return to your | 
natural appearance. 
Economy dentures for 
senior citizens 
Delicate chrome plates 
Comfortable soft linings 
Quality teeth available 
Friendly patient service 
| • Phone for a free 
information pack 

Dentures Repaired While You Wait 

For Appointment At 
Either Of Our Denture Centres 

37 Cambridge St, Aylesbury | 

(rear of Marks & Spencers) off the A40 
High Wycombe with private parking 

Tel; 01296 421 0312 

174 Desborough Road, 
High Wycombe 

Public car park at the rear 


CALL 01494 520515 

24HR HELP 

YOUR DENTURE PROBLEMS SOLVED 


QUESTION OF CARING 


NEW PRICE GUIDE 
REPORT PROTECTS 
AGAINST PAYING TOO 
MUCH FOR MOBILITY 
PRODUCTS 

A new PriceGuide Report, 
which provides realistic 
price ranges for products 
such as Scooters, 
Powerchairs, Riser 

Armchairs, Bathlifts, 
Adjustable Beds and 
Stairlifts and claims it may 
help to save potential buy- 
ers hundreds of pounds has 
been produced by local 
mobility specialist, DIS- 
ABLED CARE AND 
MOBILITY. 

The Report explains why 
there can be a huge differ- 


ence in the prices of prod- 
ucts which, on the face of 
it, seem to be exactly the 
same. The realistic price 
ranges given mean that 
buyers may be better 
equipped to spot a higher 
than average price before 
committing themselves to a 
particular' purchase. 

The PriceGuide Report 
points out that some adver- 
tising which seems to offer 
products at discount or sale 
prices, might in fact end of 
costing the customer a 
good deal more than if they 
had taken their time to look 
around a little more and 
contacted a company with 
a showroom base. 

With many more product 


Utaqrtim Jirlfi Nursing Hone 

Small, friendly nursing home situated in the pleasant village of 
Chinnor providing total nursing care in comfortable 
surroundings. 

Single and Companion Rooms • En suite facilities available 
• Long or short stay • Lift to first floor • Full central heating 
• Minibus. 

For further information and/or an 
appointment to view please contact: 

Mrs. M. Adams (Matron) on Telephone (01844) 351766 
36 Lower Icknlekl Way, Chinnor, Oxford 0X9 4EB 


ST JOHN’S GUILD FOR 
THE BLIND 

St Raphael’s 

A Network of 24 Branches Nationwide 

29 Avenue Road, St. Albans 

We now have accommodation for 21 residents and currently have one 
vacancy. St Raphael’s provides care for the visually impaired in a com- 
fortable and relaxed atmosphere. We have our own chapel with regular 
services for those who wish to attend. 

Further information and visit arrangements from our 
Manager, Mrs E. Colfer on 01727 851337 
or for further information about the Guild, including details of our 
Newsletter for members, our Newspaper (“The Church Messenger”) 
and our Braille Bible Reading Fellowships Notes contact our 
General Secretary, Margaret Chambers on 01727 864076. 


P.L. Barrett 

Funeral Director 
81 Ock Street 
Abingdon 
Oxford 0X14 5AG 

Tel. (01235) 520808 
Fax. (01235) 525454 

For the Caring Approach 

Contact 

Leslie or 
Carole 


JS 




IF YOU'RE BUND 
A RADIO MEANS 

,HE WORLD 


Since 1928, the British Wireless for the Blind Fund has provided nearly 750,000 
radios to UK-registered blind people in need. A specially adapted set costs just 
£50, yet it brings a lifetime of companionship to someone who is blind and lonely. 
Many blind people are still in need, please help with a donation to the: 

BRITISH WIRELESS FOR THE BUND FUND 

Department WP1, FREEPOST, Chatham, Kent ME4 4BR 

Telephone: 01634 832501 Fax 01634 817485 E-Mail: Lin@blind.org.uk 

Registered Charity Number: 21 1 849 


PLEASE MAKE OUR 70th ANNIVERSARY YEAR BY MAKING A DONATION TODAY 


I would like to help make blindness less lonely. I enclose a donation of: 
£ 1 00 Q £50 Enables us to provide a radio cassette recorder 

G5[] £10 Q Other £ Signature: 

Please charge my Debit/Credit card 


1. 1 1 M 1 
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Name 


Address 





Expiry date 


Postcode 



distributors active in the 
marketplace these days, it 
is not surprising that prices 
can fluctuate - sometimes 
wildly. However, the 
majority of the products 
available are being manu- 
factured by a much smaller 
number of suppliers and so 
there seems to be little rea- 
son for their to be what 
sometimes can be such 
enormous differences. The 
Report suggests that cus- 
tomers should try to be 
more careful when it comes 
to spotting a product which 
may be supplied by differ- 
ence companies using dif- 
ferent products names. The 
fact is that sometimes even 
a simple difference such as 
a name change can lead to 
considerable price increas- 
es for the customer. 

The PriceGuide Report fol- 
lows the publication by 
DISABLED CARE AND 
MOBILITY of the very 
successful Advisory 
Booklet “The In's and 
Out’s of choosing a mobili- 
ty product” which has 
helped hundreds of local 




UNIVERSAL CARE 


Caring in your 
own home 



FIRST AID OR 
HEALTH & SAFETY 
TRAINING 

at your location. 

Only £25pp. 
Minimum 10 people per 
course. Help to save lives 
in a physical way as well 
as a spiritual way. 

Phone: 0151 6477764 
Pulse Training (UK) Ltd 


TO ADVERTISE! 
TELEPHONE 
DAVID HOLDEN 

Ion 0186$ 2492051 


people to choose the cur- 
rent Scooter or Powerchair. 
This new report covers a 
much wider range of prod- 
ucts - in fact all the higher 
value items that you might 
see advertised in national 
papers and magazines. 

Both the PriceGuide and 
Advisory Booklet are free 
of charge. To request your 
own copy call FREEP- 
HONE 0500 340688 or 
write to them at DIS- 
ABLED CARE AND 
MOBILITY, FREEPOST 
(GL 603), CHEL- 
TENHAM, GL51 5BR. 
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DISABLED CHRISTIANS 
FELLOWSHIP 

Are you a young person with a disability 
longing for a holiday with others of your age? 
If so, please contact 

0117 983 0388 

groups 


brochure on request 



A NEW ROUTE TO COUNSELLING SKILLS 

Certificate in Counselling Skills and Pastoral Care (CSPC) 

Founded in 1969, WPF Counselling is the longest 
established individual and group counselling psychotherapy 
and training organisation in the UK. From basic courses in 
listening skills and counselling, through to advanced 
psychodynamic counselling and psychotherapy courses, the 
training offered by WPF Counselling and Psychotherapy 
(Kensington) is of the highest quality and is designed and 
delivered by reputable professionals from the arena of 
counselling and psychotherapy. 

Although WPF Counselling derives its inspiration from the 
Judeao-Christian tradition, it welcomes people from the full 
spectrum of religious practices. The courses run by WPF 
Counselling have always attracted people from the world of 
pastoral care and in response to the enquiries that are 
frequently received they have developed a specialist skills-based training for those who 
are engaged in pastoral care. This year long course, the Certificate in Counselling Skills 
and Pastoral Care (CSPC), will start in April 1998. 

With almost 30 years experience of providing counselling skills training and counselling 
care to a wide range of individuals and groups, WPF Counselling is ideally placed to 
develop courses that respond to specific needs. In providing the courses they are in the 
unique position of being able to draw not only on the wealth of experience they have 
accrued in the provision of training, but also on the specialist knowledge of those coming 
from a pastoral background who have often been drawn to WPF. 

At WPF Counselling, they recognise that pastoral care workers may be affiliated with 
different religious movements and participants will come from various backgrounds. 
However, a common thread will be their commitment to caring for their community within 
a spiritual framework. The Certificate in Counselling Skills and Pastoral Care will provide 
training in counselling skills and an understanding of human development and dynamics 
in order to enhance and enrich the' participants' current work. For those who decide they 
would like to take counsellor training further, successful completion of the Certificate in 
Counselling Skills and Pastoral Care also serves as a foundation course for those 
considering professional training. 

If you are looking for basic counselling skills training for yourself or your staff, access to 
recognised professional counsellor training, or a supportive environment in which to 
explore pastoral care and issues of self, this course may be the answer. 


CERTIFICATE IN COUNSELLING SKILLS AND 
PASTORAL CARE 


Do you use counselling skills in the course of your work? If so, this new course has been 
created with you in mind, it has been designed for those interested in learning about 
counselling skills and self-development, either to enhance their present pastoral work or as 
preparation for counselling training. 

This course will provide you with an opportunity to: 

• acquire effective listening and responding skills 
• explore the spiritual interface between pastoral care and counselling 
• gain an understanding of theories of human development 
To find out more about this course, which starts in April 1998, or any of the other counselling, 
psychotherapy or post qualification courses we run contact the WPF Training Department, 23 
Kensington Square, London W8 5HN or telephone 0171 937 6956 or you can visit us at our 
website: www.users.globalnet.co.uk/-solid01 . 

WPF aims to provide a professional service of counselling/ psychotherapy accessible to all 


Registered Charity No. 273434 


DISABLED CARE AND MOBILITY 

SHOWROOM OPEN MON-SAT INC. 9.30ani TO 4.00pm. Tel: 01793 701313 
514 CRICKLADE ROAD, (OPP MOONRAKER PUB) SWINDON 


POWERCHAIRS AND SCOOTERS 
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For a sense of freedom . . . out of doors . . . and around the home 




WALKING AIDS 



STAIRLIFT 


BATHLIFT 

PHONE FOR A FREE MAIL ORDER CATALOGUE AND BROCHURES 
LOCAL SALES AND SERVICE - FREEPHONE 0500 124688 
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Ethical investors 
almost treble 
their money 

The Amity Fund ethical unit trust is 
managed by Allchurches Investment 
Management Services, part of the 
Ecclesiastical Insurance Group. 

As the chart below shows, £1000 
invested 1 0 years ago would now be 
worth nearly £3000 with the Amity 
Fund (£2917.30 to be exact!). 

The Amity Fund has been dubbed 
“an investment you can believe in” 
and its birthday performance 
certainly illustrates this. 

Investment can be made directly 
into The Amity Fund with an AIMS 
PEP, or if you are planning for 
retirement, via an Allchurches Life 
personal pension plan or freestanding 
Additional Voluntary Contributions. 
For more information or written 

details phone 01452 305958 

Please note that past performance is no certain 
guide to the future. The value of units and the 
income arising from them can fall as well as rise 
Allchurches Investment Management Services 
Ltd are regulated by the Personal Investment 
Authority and IMRO. Advice given will only 
relate to the products sold by Ecclesiastical. 


Ethical investors who bought Amity Fund units at the 
fund’s launch 10 years ago, and kept them, have nearly 
trebled their money. Not only has their investment 
out-performed the average UK Equity Growth unit trust, 
but it has also beaten every other ethically screened 
fund available over the same period. 

Amity Fund - £1,000 invested over 10 years 

£3,000 
£2,500 
£2,000 
£1,500 
£1,000 
£500 

to 

Allchurches Friends Prov. Abbey Credit Suisse Mpal UT UK 
Amity Stewardship Ethical Fellowship Equity Growth 

£1,000 revested in the Allchurches Amity Fund over 5 years - offer-bid, net income reinvested. 
Total return £1,684.64. (Source: MICROPAL) 



The reassuring 
wedding service 


Today, the average wedding costs 
between £9,500 and £12,000. 
Although people don’t think twice 
about insuring their house, car or 
holiday, only 1 in 80 couples planning 
to get married in the UK take out 
wedding insurance*. 

Brian King of Ecclesiastical 
believes, “there are three reasons 
why there are not more couples 
buying this product. Firstly, people 
don’t know about it. Secondly, if 
they do, they don’t know where to 
buy it. And thirdly, there is a 
misconception that it is expensive 
and only covers the day of the 
wedding itself.” 

As a lot of people know from 
experience, where something can go 
wrong, it often does. There are 
numerous horror stories of venues 
burning down days before the 
reception was due to take place, of 
dressmakers who have gone out of 
business leaving brides in the lurch, 
and in one case, where the official 
photographer collapsed 2nd died 
whilst taking wedding photographs. 


The Right Wedding 
insurance 

Needless to say, taking out wedding 
insurance cannot prevent accidents 
from happening but it will at least 
mean a happier ending to the story. 
So what is the price of peace of 
mind during the run up to the big 
day? For as little as £41.60, couples 
can insure everything from an 
unexpected cancellation to wedding 
presents being lost or stolen. 

Designed to suit different needs 
and budgets, Ecclesiastical Direct’s 
Right Wedding insurance is available 
in three tiers. For instance, Tiers 2 & 
3 insure against your wedding video 
being faulty, whilst Tier 3 can include 
extra cover for damage to a marquee. 

Should disaster strike, Ecclesiastical 
Direct will pay for irrecoverable 
expenses incurred by the insured in 
respect of anything beyond their 
control - such as transport breaking 
down; accommodation being double 
booked; spoilt catering, photographs 
or flowers; lost rings; damage to 
wedding attire; and the failure of 



services from any other suppliers. In 
fact, the only thing Right Wedding 
doesn’t cover is the bride or groom 
getting cold feet! 

Peace of mind 

Not only is Ecclesiastical Directs 
Right Wedding policy one of the 
cheapest on the market, but the 
company also offers a free wedding 
guide aimed at helping couples 
prepare for their big day. If you 
know someone who would like a 
copy, or if you are a member of the 
clergy and would like a supply of 
the wedding guide to hand out to 
engaged couples, please call Laura 

Jackson on 01452 334548 

('Source: MINTEL 1996) 
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£94,000 violin sold for £30 


DIRECT 


A part-time worker at a secondhand 
shop in Kilbum could not believe 
his luck when he found a superb 
Joseph Rocca violin in the shop. 

He bought it himself for the asking 
price of £30 and took it straight 
away to Phillips, the auctioneers, to 
be valued. They were able to tell him 
that the instrument was worth 


£94,000. The bad news was that the 
police would like him to help with 
their enquiries as it had been stolen 
from the Royal College of Music 
and Ecclesiastical were facing a bill 
for the insurance claim. He was 
cleared of being on the fiddle, given 
a reward, and the violin has now 
been returned to its rightful owners. 


Our special 
relationship with 
the Church goes back to 
1 887 when we were founded by 
churchmen. 

We now look after over 90% of 
Anglican parishes and have a unique 
understanding of churches’ needs. 

That’s why we’ve introduced 
Parishguard - the most advanced cover 
your parish can have. Benefits include: 
• Free insurance valuation service for 


church buildings 
and contents. 

• Free fire and security advice 
from our local Surveyors. 

• All risks on new for old basis available. 
But there’s so much more. 

Parishguard is available to many of 
our policyholders now and all eligible 
policies will be automatically upgraded 
at the next renewal. 

Call us for more information and a quote 
on 0345 773322 (local rate call). 


ECCLESIASTICAL 


INSURANCE YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 

Head Office: Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester GL1 1JZ. 

Tel: (01452) 528533 Fax:(01452) 423557 Email: gbeigmkg@ibmmail.com 


Ecclesiastical launches web site. Visit us on: http://www.ecclesiastical-insurance.co.uk 
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Theological and J({NGS 
Religious Education London 

Founded 1829 

MA in Theology and 
Education 

for priests, chaplains and theological communicators. 

MA in Religious Education 

for teachers in primary and secondary, state and 
faith schools. 

MA in Youth Ministry and Theological 
Education 

for youth ministers, diocesan youth officers, clergy, 
school and college chaplains. 

EdD and PhD 

taught and research based post Masters 
programmes. 

For further details, please contact: Admissions, School 
of Education, Admissions Office, Cornwall House, 

Waterloo Road, London SE1 8WA, tel 0171 872 3170. 
lois.thorley@kcl.ac.uk 

http://www.kcl.ac.ukykis/schools/education/top.html 
Promoting excellence in teaching, learning & research 
Equality of opportunity is College policy 


HEYTHROP 

COLLEGE 


Heythrop College is the 
specialist theology and phi- 
losophy College of the 
University of London, 
although it is one of the 
smallest Colleges in the 
University, with little more 
than 500 students, its 
library is reputed to have 
the largest theology collec- 
tion in the country as well 
as a very fine philosophy 
collection. Seven under- 
graduate degrees are avail- 
able, as are numerous 
Masters degrees. For finan- 
cial and other reasons, 
many postgraduate stu- 
dents choose to study part- 
time. This has long been 
the case where daytime 
degrees and diplomas are 
concerned, and, to facili- 
tate matters, most of the 
courses for these are taught 
on only two days of the 


Theology at 
Westminster College/ 
Oxford 

A wide range of programmes 

B.Th.(Hons) (Oxon): an innovative and lively programme with 
emphasis on theology in social context. Study fulHime, parttime or 
by open learning. 

M.TK/P6 Diploma in Applied Theology (Oxon): 

an opportunity to reflect and study lor ordainea ministers and 
tiiose in wider ministry. The new strand Women in Ministry, offers 
an indepth approach to this contemporary issue, 
dvistian Studies Programme 
(validated by the Open University): open access to all, with a wide 
variety of topics to study by distance learning. 

^fened oourse of study . 

insterCokg«, 


nTwlrthtotogyeo x wt .o c . u k 


Westminster College 

in Oxford 


\ esiminster Cclege serves society hough a range of Registered chariy: 
i Jergroduate ana postgraduate degree programmes. 309672 


ludy.l 
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UNIVERSITY OF KENT 


AT CANTERBURY ■ ■ ■ ■ 


IV ASTER OF THEOLOGY 

A jll-time course based in both Canterbury and Jerusalem. Students- 
m / specialise in either Biblical Interpretation or Christian Origins. 

M A in APPLIED THEOLOGY 

Tb oology is intensely practical and seeks to mould society. Faith shapes 
pr :tice and practice shapes faith. Through this relationship applied 
th< >logy looks to the fresh and creative ways in which theological 
vi. on can transform everyday life. Director: Professor Robin Gill. 

Te ching takes place in the day-time on Mondays, October to March. 

M A in the study of 

IV YSTICISM & RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE 

T1 s distinctive course offers structure to the subject and freedom for 
in- ^pendent research. Centred upon the broad field of religious studies 
it so makes considerable use of disciplines as varied as philosophy, 
pi ipsychology and psychoanalysis. 

F< further details: Valerie Jabir, Cornwallis, University of Kent, 

C. iterbury, Kent CT2 7NF. Tel. 01227 764000, Fax 01227 823641. 


I BAN THEOLOGY UNIT Degree Courses 
(Sheffield University) 

N 4IN/DM1N Masters and Doctorate in Ministry & Theology 
N ’HIL/PHD In Contextual, Urban and l iberation Theologies 
1MINTH Bachelor in Ministry & Theology at Certificate, 
Diploma or Itegrce level 
Also other UTU Courses: 

Diploma In Community Ministry. Diploma in I hculngy h Mission 

etuils for September 1998 from: Revd Inderjit Bhogal 
URBAN THEOLOGY UNIT 
210 Ahbeyfield Road, Sheffield S4 7AZ 
Registered Charity 



week. In recent times, 
however, access to post- 
graduate study for people 
with a job has been made 
even easier with the intro- 
duction of three evenings 
MAs and one evening 
diploma. In addition to all 
this, supervision is avail- 
able for research leading to 
MPhil and PhD. 

WOMEN’S 
MINISTRY AND 
STUDIES AT 
WESTMINSTER 
COLLEGE, 
OXFORD 

The MTh in Applied 
Theology, offered by 
Westminster College, 
Oxford, was originally 
designed as a means of 
facilitating critical reflec- 
tion upon Christian min- 
istry. To enable those 
involved in ministry to use 
insights from a variety of 
disciplines to assess and 
develop their ministerial 
practice. Changes over 
time have seen a widening 
in understandings of min- 
istry and also an increased 
level of women’s participa- 
tion and visibility in min- 
istry. In response to these 
developments and in line 
with the College’s clear 
commitment to extending 
educational opportunities 
to those not accommodated 
for by current provision 
within Higher Education, 
new study opportunities 
within the MTh pro- 
gramme have been devel- 
oped. Opportunities which 
allow students to pursue 
and develop their interests 
in women’s ministry either 
as an optional or major 
component of their studies. 
A range of new courses 
have been developed to 
encourage critical and 
innovative reflection relat- 
ed to the ministry of 
women. It is hoped that this 
will extend professional 
competence by equipping 
and supporting those 
involved with ministry to 
negotiate challenges, relat- 
ed specifically to issues of 
gender, in pursuing their 
vocational objectives. It is 
hoped that new models of 
ministerial practice will 
emerge from reflection 
upon the ministry of 
women. 

The new emphasis on 
Woman in Ministry within 
the MTh is part of a wider 
initiative by the college 
concerned with developing 
and supporting the ministry 
of woman within the 
churches. The initiative is 
launched at Westminster 
College on September 29, 
1998 and a warm welcome 
is extended to all interested 
in this exciting and innova- 
tive programme. 


% 
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NEW RELEASE? 



For MACINTOSH 2.52 
CD ROM wilh NIV, NKIV, 
NRSV and NASB £60 

Standard with non-copyright 
material £30 

For PC 

Windows CD ROM Version 7 
Standard £30 

with either NIV or NASB £40 
with both £50 

Stale whether Windows or 
Windows 95 


For further information contact: 

Online Bible Foundation, 

12 Birkfield Place, 

Carluke 
ML8 4PZ 

Tel. (01555) 752943 

email 100674.2270<ft\x>mpuscrvc.com 
Regislcrcd Charily No SCD23693 
Online Bible l-'oundalion exists to 
provide the word of God in computer 
form. 


The 

— OPEN — 
THEOLOGICAL 
College 

BA (Hons) degree in Theology by distance 
learning 

Study your faith in depth. 
Understand the Bible better. 

Learn to think theologically. 

Apply insights gained to life. 
Colleges sponsoring the Open Theological 
College include 

All Nations Christian College, Cheltenham & 
Gloucester College of Higher Education 
London Bible College 
Oak Hill College, 

St John's College, 

Nottingham Trinity College, Bristol 

For more information 
contact the 0TC at 

PO Box 220, The Park Campus 
The Park, Cheltenham GL50 2QF 
Telephone 01242 532837 
Fax: 01242 532801 
E-mail: otc@chelt.ac.uk 


UNIVERSITY COLLEGE CHESTER 


An ideal & tranquil 
setting for study, 
conference or prayer 

With secluded, yet extensive, on- 
campus facilities we can offer 
catering and 
accommodation for 
10-400 delegates. 

Whatever your 
requirements may be University 
College Chester is here to meet 
your needs. N 

chapel built in 1839 
landscaped gardens 
the historic walled 
City of Chester 
the magnificent 
cathedra I . 


can orrer 


spiritual breaks 
church choirs 

\ 

training sessions 
general assemblies 


('all Cathy Brownlow now, she 
will he pleased to help you plan al 
successful event: 01244 392710 


Parkgate Road, Cheshire CHI 4BJ 



CELTIC CHRISTIANITY 
SUMMER SCHOOL 

Celtic sinner Celtic saints 
Saturday 13 June 1998 - Friday 19 June 1998 
University of Wales: Lampeter 

£350 indusive of trips, tuition and accommodation 
£150 non-residential without meals 

In this interdisciplinary summer school we aim to 
introduce you to the personalities of early Christianity 
in the Celtic west, saints such as David, Columba and 
Brigit. We will explore this theme through literature, 
both poetry and prose, archaeology and theology. 
The summer school will be a relaxing as well as 
interesting and stimulating experience with 2 da^ trips 
to archaeological sites such as Llanbadam Fawr and 
St David’s and evening events such as poetry readings 
and Celtic music. 

Speakers include: Donald Allchin, Ian Bradley, 
Mary-Ann Constantine, Oliver Davies, 
Jennifer Foster, Tom O’Loughlin, and Alex Woolf. 

For further details write to: Dr Jennifer Foster, 
Dept of Theology and Religious Studies, 
University of Wales, Lampeter, Ceredigion, Wales, 
SA48 7ED, UK 

Tel: 01570 424708. Email: ees97jaf@reading.ac.uk. 



What sort of texts make up the Bible? 
How has the Christian expression of faith developed? 
What has shaped the liturgy - ajyd mi g ht it be different? 

How do christianiffe||ff8 to other faiths? 
What did thePfchiflch do in the past? 
Can anyone really know how you feel? 
Is there a morality for everyone, whatever their belief? 

Your questions? 

■ i 

A degree at Heythrop can helo^qu^xplore them in a setting where 
faith is taken seriously - serio3Ay!#iough to be challenged - seri- 
ously enought to have its expKssfbns questioned. 

Theology and Philosophy degrees at Heythrop - from BAs to PhDs 

(Full and part-time including some evening courses for MA’s) 

For more information about these and other courses contact: 

The Academic Registrar, Heythrop College (University of London), 

Kensington Square, London W8 5HQ 

Tel [44] 0171-795 6600. Fax [44] 0171 795 4200 

E-mail: a.clarkson@Heythrop.ac.uk 

Heythrop College is a Registered Charity No. 312923 and exists to give higher 
education in philosopy and theology. 


★ CHRIST, STRESS AND GLORY ★ 


A Training Course for Leaders: the foundation guide to overload. Christ was exposed to vast stress. How did he resist 
overload and overstress? This course involves 45 hrs tutorial input. In 1998 it is to be held at 3 venues. 

Ammerdown Centre: Fri-Sun May 15-17, June 19-21, Thurs-Sun July 16-19 
Bawtry Hall, Doncaster: Wed-Fri Apri 29-May 1 , June 24-26, Wed-Sat July 29-Aug 1 
Sarum College, Salisbury: Wed-Fri Sept 16-18, Oct 21-23, Tues-Fri Nov 24-27 

For further details apply: CSG WANDA NASH, The Corner Stone, 50B Hyde St, Winchester, Hants S023 7DY with SAE 

Tel. 01962 861759 
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Women who DO 
say boo to a goose! 

At an early stage when she was working on her book 
Creating Confidence in Women (SPCK, £8.99 ISBN 0 281 
05146 1) I heard that Jennifer Beresford was thinking of 
calling it ‘Boo to, a Goose’, and I am sorry that SPCK soft- 
ened this to a blander title! If ever humour, particularly 
slightly provocative humour, was needed, it is in the 
fraught area of women’s growing assertiveness in the 
contemporary churches. There is a good deal to laugh 
about, and it helps to keep the debate (by no means over) 
sweet and generous. 

Jennifer Beresford’s book, based upon a useful grass- 
roots experience of teaching assertiveness courses in the 
Oxford Diocese, is aimed mainly at women, in the sense 
that it diagnoses the way women need to change in 
order to feel more valued and to value themselves more 
in churchy settings. But it would be invaluable for male 
clergy training, and for reading by male clergy in gener- 
al, particularly ones who find it hard to see that there is 
a problem. 

It is essentially a practical book, well designed for use 
by reading and study groups, with telling examples and 
amusing anecdotes. The author uses her own self-doubt 
to excellent effect. If the churches are in earnest about 
wanting to change attitudes to women, for the better 
healing of women and men, and their relationship to 
one another, then they should take this book and run 
with it. It is pure gift. 

Monica Furlong 

Monica Furlong is a well-known writer. She was also the 
Moderator of the Movement for the Ordination of Women from 
1974 - 1978. 

Love in action: pastoral 
care with a human face 

There are some books on pastoral care which leave me 
cold. Either they are written in jargon of a particularly 
obscure and unintelligible kind, or they present the 
reader with a set of techniques of pastoral care which 
bear little relation to the realities which I have met with 
in my varied years of ministry. 

It is to Penny Nairne’s credit that she has avoided both 
these pitfalls. In her book When I Needed a Neighbour 
(MarshallPickering, £8.99 ISBN 0 551 02976 5) she sup- 
plies page after page of real-life stories, some to illustrate 
her points, some to provoke discussion among her read- 
ers. There is nothing prescriptive here, except that she 
makes out the case for higher standards of mutual care 
in the life of the local church, with which no one will 
disagree. She does not belabour the clergy, for it is her 
contention that pastoral care is the laity’s job. And she 
does not make the reader feel inadequate, as if locked 
out of a specialist circle of professional carers. 

The atmosphere of this attractive book is sympathetic 
and encouraging, on the lines of ‘you could try it this 
way’. The pastoral care it advocates and illustrates is love 
in action, tempered by the love of God in Christ but not 
throttlingly religious. It is tempered with sensitivity and 
is nothing if not practical. At the same time there is no 
hiding the author’s conviction that pastoral care and 
evangelism are two sides of the one coin. Good pastoral 
care makes for effective evangelism, and evangelism 
without pastoral care is mere proselytism. I congratulate 
Penny Nairne on this her first book. I hope it will not be 
her last. 

John B Taylor 

The Rt Revd John Taylor is the former Bishop of St Albans. This 
article also appears as the foreword to When I Needed a 
Neighbour. 



Surviving the mid-life crisis 

Christina Press is a new publishing com- 
pany specialising in Christian women’s 
writing. Among its first batch of books is 
Women Celebrating Faith edited by Lucinda 
McDowell (£5.99 ISBN 1 901387 01 1) in 
which 50 women around the age of 40 
take stock of their lives. They are for the 
most part a high-powered lot - profes- 
sors, therapists, church leaders and the 
like - who cope heroically with a spec- 
trum of life-changing crises. If anything 
there were just too many Joan of Arcs and 
by the end of the book I was suffering 
from admiration fatigue. The fact that 
the women were mainly American also 
distanced their stories. In all it was a 
brave attempt which somehow didn’t 
quite work. But Christina Press are worth 
watching. Their first books include God’s 
Catalyst , a guide to prayer counselling by 
Rosemary Green, and Day by Day with God , 
daily Bible readings for women by 
women. 

Christine Zwart 


The Roar of the Lioness 

Is God good for women? When I was asked to 
review Is God Good for Women by Michele 
Guinness (Hodder & Stoughton, £6.99, ISBN 0 
340 67870 4) I suspected the answer would be 
a fashionable ‘no’. So I was heartened and 
impressed to read 12 testimonies from women 
who not only find God a liberating and sus- 
taining life-force, but also understand this to 
be the biblical view of woman. 

These are not stories of easy lives, and each 
woman - rabbi, writer, police superintendent, 
politician - can clearly see God wanting her to 
be where she is now, at least in retrospect. As 
Mandy, the survivor, says, ‘Would I be doing 
this if it weren’t for JC? You’re joking’. These 
are women who have had the courage, and 
found the self-confidence, to use their 
strengths as women. They follow in the foot- 
steps of Hannah, Ruth and Esther, of Florence 
Nightingale, Josephine Butler and Octavia 
Hill. God does not appear to be so good for 
women in the developing world, yet their 
faith puts many of us in the West to shame. 
We can learn from them, as well as the women 
in Michele Guinness’s book, how God intends 
us to have the heart, the mind and the roar of 
a lioness. 

Penny Keens 

Penny Keens is a lay member of Diocesan Synod. 


Horror stories that 
end with a rainbow 

David Porter reviews a new book for children by the 
distinguished Oxford writer, Ann Pilling 


The first, tangible impressions of 
Ann Pilling’s new book of horror 
stories for children. The Empty Frame 
(Collins, £9.99, ISBN 0 0901 85679 
0), are good. The quality produc- 
tion, with a satisfyingly spooky 
cover illustration, makes this an 
attractive book that positively 
demands to be picked up. 

These are important matters, for 
children need to be encouraged to 
enjoy books as objects as well as for 
the words they contain. But the 
most important part of any book 
cover is the author’s name. Ann 
Pilling’s is a sure indication that 
the book will contain fine thought- 
ful writing and a challenge to the 
reader to grow a little, both in read- 
ing skills and in spiritual maturity 
- qualities that have established 
Ann as one of the leading chil- 
dren’s writers of today and won her 
the extremely prestigious Guardian 
Award. 

No fake horrors here 

It has long been a hallmark of Ann 
Pilling’s horror stories for children 
that she writes about real horrors. 
At a time when most children are 
familiar with the adult stories of 
writers like Stephen King, who rou- 
tinely terrifies his readers with 
hypothetical terrors, Ann helps her 
young readers encounter real hor- 
rors which need to be faced such as 
the Irish potato famine in Black 
Harvest , the cruelties of the 
witch-finders in The Witch ofLagg , 
or less visible horrors such as fami- 
ly break-up in Henry's Leg. 

Rigorously authentic horror 
wouldn’t achieve much were it not 
for another Ann Pilling trademark: 
the inclusion in every book of a 
clue to release and redemption. It 
can be as slight as the rainbow at 
the end of Black Harvest , or as com- 
plex as the careful unravelling of 
evil in the scene describing Prill’s 
recovery in The Beggar's Curse, where 
each symbol of pagan oppression is 
replaced by a symbol of tyope. There 
is certainly nothing in this 
Christian writer’s work to corre- 
spond with the obligatory 
comprehensive statement of the 
gospel often found in other 
Christian fiction. These are novels, 
not tracts (though they are novels 
of an unusual Christian distinc- 
tiveness) . 

The Empty Frame is based on a real 
story: in Bisham Abbey, on the 
Thames, its ancient resident Lady 
Elizabeth Hoby is sometimes seen 
walking as a ghost, and when she 


does, her framed portrait in the 
house becomes an empty frame. 
Round this sad story of an 
Elizabethan noblewoman and her 
tragic son, the novel weaves a mod- 
ern counter-theme featuring a 
group of typical Pilling children - 
Magnus, the child who is different 
and mysterious; Floss, the creative, 
well-characterised teenage girl, and 
Sam, the common sense character 
who finds his scepticism severely 
challenged by the end of the story. 

I won’t spell out the plot for you, as 
that would spoil your enjoyment. 
Let me, however, make some com- 
parisons. One is with MR James, a 
horror story writer who often 
comes to my mind when reading 
Ann Pilling. His novels are full of 
people moving stones, digging up 
trees or opening up blocked pas- 
sages and finding terrible things 
revealed. Ann’s work also suggests 
that behind seeming normality 
there are deep secrets. The differ- 
ence is that Ann lacks the sense of 
spiritual lostness and abysmal ter- 
ror that often marks James’s work. 
Wherever you go in Ann’s work 
there is a sense that you cannot 
move out of the reach of some pro- 
tecting hand. The fact that this is 
only obliquely identified with 
Christianity in her novels in no way 
reduces the spiritual lessons that 
can be learned from them. An abid- 
ing theme, made explicit at several 
points in The Empty Frame, is that 
many waters cannot quench love 
and that perfect love casts out all 
fear. 

Ann’s book also brings to mind 
those by Alan Garner, notably The 
Owl Service, which also creates a 
very satisfying sense of past wrongs 
being redeemed across centuries (a 
recurring Pilling J:heme) and Peter 
Ackroyd’s adult novel The House of 
Doctor Dee which has a similar bril- 
liant structural device resulting in 
the personal redemption, by love, 
of its main characters. The Empty 
Frame is a book that keeps excellent 
company but copies from nobody. 
The rather long Afterword for me 
went into rather too much detail 
about the mechanics of how the 
book was written and its sources. A 
brief historical footnote would have 
sufficed, leaving the last pages of 
this wonderful and at times spiritu- 
ally profound novel reverberating 
satisfyingly in the mind. 

David Porter 

David Porter is a full-time writer and 
editor, and author of one novel, The 
Vienna Passage. ■* 



A practical & lasting 
way to mark the 
Millennium in your 
place of worship 

Our Millennium Collection of 
tapestry Kneeler kits is designed using 
symbols depicting the arrival of Christianity on our 
shores. The kits come complete with everything you need 
to achieve professional results in no time! 


Send today for your FREE brochure showing The 
Millennium Collection & over 100 other beautiful designs 
to: JACKSONS of HEBDEN BRIDGE 
DEPT 0X11, Croft Mill : Hebden Bridge, West Yorks HX7 SAP 

Phone: 01422 842964 or Fax: 01422 842385 


DAVID WASLEY 

Artist in stained glass 

New design, Conservator and Ferramenta specialist 
New Somerset House, 57 West View, Hilltop, Chesham, 
Buckinghamshire HP5 3BY Tel: 01494 773712 





DIANA ARCHER 

WHO’D 
PLANT 
A CHURCH? 


The human, often humorous, face of planting 
an Anglican church on a Felixstowe housing 
estate. By the vicar’s wife. 

£5.99 from your Christian bookseller 
In case of difficulty £6.99 directly from 
the publisher. 

ISBN 1-901387-06-2 

CHRISTINA PRESS 

Highland House, Aviemore Road, 
Crowborough, East Sussex 
TN6 1QX 



St Andrew's Bookshops 

Across the Diocese 


Would you like to join our Mailing List, for regular 
information on new Books, special offers, and events? 
Please fill in the details below, and send it to:- 

St Andrews Bookshops, 1 Castle Court, 
MAIDENHEAD. SL6 6DD. 


Title: 

Tel: 01494 862168 Name: 

Tel: 01628 621985 — 

Tel: 01908 221331 Address: - 


Branches at: 

Great Missenden 
Maidenhead 
Wolverton 

St Clements, & 

St Ebbes, Oxford Tel: 01865 247567 

Reading Tel: 0118 9576078 — 

Witney Tel: 01993 709429 Town: 

Wokingham Tel: 0118 9776715 p os tcode: 


Initials: 


County: 

Telephone^ 


Minister | | 


Pastor Q please tick 
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^ Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 



The caring approach to a sensitive subject 


t 


ALAN G. WRIGHT & CO LTD 
Monumental 
Masons 

Sherborne House, Shaw Hill 
Newbury RG14 2EQ 

Telephone: (01635) 40480 

for a free brochure and advice 




HOWARD CHADWICK 
FUNERAL SERVICE 

A caring family-owned and managed 
Funeral Directors 

otn<r Private Chapel of Rest 

24 hour personal attention 
Monumental Stone Masons 
Clockhouse Cottage Benson Lane 
A % Crowmarsh, Wailingford 

Telephone 01491 825222 



S&R CHILD S 

FUNERAL SERVICES 

Pharmacy House, 69 London road, Headington, Oxford 
Telephone: 01865 427272 

A LOCAL INDEPENDENT FAMILY BUSINESS 

.with a wealth of experience, offering a caring, sensitive, . 
full professional 24 hour service 

GOLDEN 
CHARTER 

Client car parking ' '* Pre-paid Funeral Plans 




SAWYER FUNERAL., 
SERVICE 1jj$; 

32 WEST STREET, MARLOW ‘ 

Telephone: 

Marlow 483331 

Private Chapels of Rest 
A Family Business Rolls-Royce Fleet 


EDWARD CARTER 

m 


4 Funeral Directors 

ommitmcnt _ . , 

• 24 hour service 

OMfAsaoi 

DEDICATED 
CHAPEL OF REST 
A private, family business, upholding the tradi- 
tional values of dignity and respect 
Pre-paid funeral plan 
107 South Avenue, Abingdon 
0X14 IQS 

(01235) 528293/520958 


S&R CHILDS 

FUNERAL SERVICES 

Pharmacy House, 69 London Road, 
Headington, Oxford OX3 9AA 
Tel. (01865) 427272 
52-60 Lower Broadway, 
Didcot, Oxon 0X11 8AE 
Tel. (01235) 211611 


3f*rramj0 Urntljrrs 
Jfluttmil Stmrtora 

108 Oxford Street 
Woodstock 

Oxfordshire 0X20 1TX 
Telephone: 01993 811491 


EsI Before 1879 

TOMALIN & SON 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Your local Henley Independent Funeral Service 
Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames 


1 


GOLDEN CHARTER 


Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

^ — 


Telephone: (01491) - 573370 


EMMAUS 

BIBLE SCHOOL IJ.K. 



years distributing correspondence courses. 

For Group and Individual study. Our wide experience 
has stood the test of time. Courses suitable for all ages. 
Send for further details today and start on 
the Emmaus Road. 


Carlett Boulevard. Eastham, Wirral Merseyside L62 SB/ 
Tel. 0151 327 1172 Fax. 0151 327 1592 


J 


GEOFFREY 
CHURCH & CO 

YOUR TADLEY FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
for a personal and dignified service at all times 
Tel: Tadley 0118 981 4420 
(24hr service) or 
Tel: Thatcham (01635) 868444 
FUNERALS FURNISHED TO OR FROM ANY DISTANCE 
PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 
ALLTYPES OF MEMORIALS SUPPLIED AND FIXED 
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PIANS 
48 Bishopswood Road. Tadley. Hants 

ad fc " 

Chorchgate, Tbe Broadway, T 
Thatcham, Berks. < 




Counselling Courses 

Tutor supported distance learning with 
audio and video learning aids 

Counselling Skills 

6 month certificate courses 
1 year diploma courses 
2 year diploma course (DipCPC) 
(University accredited 
with CATS points) 

Theory, Stress and Psychology 
certificate courses 

Study counselling at work or at home 
with expert tuition at a pace to suit yourself. 


Training Videos & Audio Tapes 
Counselling Text Books 
Catalogue Available on request 


Call for your Free Prospectus: 

0141 204 2230 

Institute of Counselling, Freepost D08D1 
Glasgow G1 4BR no stamp required 


When your family suffers the loss 
of a loved one, it can be comfort- 
ing to know that we, as your local 
funeral director, will be able to 
offer you an individual, sensitive 
and personal service. 

Our key staff are members of the 
same family with a wealth of 
experience in the funeral profes- 
sion. 

Our business and reputation has 
been built on the traditional val- 
ues and standards of service that 
only a truly independent family 
firm can offer. 

Because we understand the needs 
of the community, we can best 
provide special services to local 
families from pre-paid funeral 
plans, memorials, the funeral 
itself, to any advice or services. 
You can rely on us to meet any 
requirement. 

Simply, our family caring for 
your family. 




FREE WILLS 

To anyone making a Charitable bequest 
All other wills charged at £35 Single and £45 
Double, inclusive of VAT 
Blackthorn Wills 
24 hr information pack 

hotline 01454 616671 

Professional Postal Will Writing Service 


Our services include:- 

Full professional 24 hour service. 

Home visits. 

Transport to and from 
the Registrar. 

Floral Arrangements. 

Newspaper Announcements. 
Private Chapel of Rest. 
Memorials. 

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans. 

All major credit and debit 
cards accepted. 



Why choose an Independent 
Family Funeral Director? 


Your locally owned funeral director 
is part of the community. 


c>9 



O, 
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In the S E times of acquisitions 

and take-overs it’s hard to keep track 
of exactly who you are dealing with. 

So even though large concerns have 
taken over many local businesses it’s 
reassuring to know there are still family 
owned, independent funeral directors 
dedicated to serving the needs of the 
community. Firms who believe service 
and compassion come first. They know 
that by serving you well today, they will 
be here to serve you tomorrow. 

To BE CERTAIN YOU ARE TALKING TO AN 
INDEPENDENT, FAMILY OWNED AND MANAGED 
BUSINESS LOOK FOB THESE LOGOS. 


MICHAEL HARRIS 


MONUMENTAL MASONS 

• QUALITY MEMORIALS SUPPLIED AND ERECTED 
• HAND CARVED LETTERING A SPECIALI 7Y 
• EXISTING MEMORIALS RENOVATED 
• PERSONAL DESIGN SERVICE 

GRANITE - MARBLE - STONE 
HAND CRAFTED QUALITY WORK 


ABINGDON 01235 520617 FAX: 530739 
EVENINGS: 01235 848335 
161 A OAK STREET. ABINGDON. OXON 0X14 5DL 


TARA 

Classic Cars 


BOOKINGS STILL TAKEN FOR 1998 



We are the only Catholic Carriage masters in this area serving 
the funeral profession. 

Although small, we are known as the premier turn out. 

All Daimler matching limousines. Chauffeur driven. 

Established 1959 

2 The Croft, Harwell, Didcot, Oxon 0X11 0ED 

Proprietors: Pat and Annie Furlong 


01235 ) 834151 


^ For Funerals, Weddings^ and other occasions y 
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GOLDEN CHARTER 

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 


The caring approach to a sensitive subject 


The Caring Approach 
to a Sensitive Subject 

Like everything else, the cost of a funeral increases 
year after year. Due to the diminishing availability 
of burial space and the need by crematoria to meet 
stringent new EC regulations, combined with 
increased fees for doctors and clergy, funeral costs 
have increased ahead of inflation. 

The average price of a simple funeral in the UK is 
now • £1,657 for burial and £1,101 for cremation. 
During the two year period 1996-98 the average 
cost rose by 7.5% for cremation and 8.8% for burial 
whereas the Retail Price Index only rose by 6.2% 
over the same period. 



So it is not surprising that over 250,000 people in 
the UK have now planned and paid for their funerals 
in advance. 

By doing so they have demonstrated their 
thoughtfulness and care for their family and friends 
by removing not only the burden of funeral costs but 
also easing the stress of making the arrangements. 
Many of them did so through Golden Charter, a 
British company, and Britain’s largest funeral 
planning network. Around 2,000 locally owned and 
run independent funeral directors throughout the 
UK now choose to recommend Golden Charter to 
their clients. 

Why? Because Golden Charter is the only plan that 
allows the client to cover all the costs related to the 
funeral. This means that the funeral director can 
guarantee the family will never be asked to pay 
more money for the arrangements the client has 
selected unless the plan details are changed. 

This is not the case with some plans on the market 
so be sure to check exactly what is covered if you 


are shopping around. 

Also make sure that you can select and use the local j 
funeral director of your choice. Some plans restrict 
your choice by nominating a firm owned by the 
plan's parent company. 

You can personalise any of Golden Charter's fouri 
plans to suit your own requirements through their 1 
unique Select Reserve option. 

It is important to distinguish between a pre-paid 
funeral plan and the funeral expenses policies 
offered by insurance companies. Such policies do 
not guarantee to fully cover the costs of the funeral 
and if you are in reasonable health the sum paid out 
to the family could easily be less than the amount 
you have paid in premiums. 

Golden Charter even ensure that the thoughtfulness 
you show in purchasing a plan is remembered for 
many years to come. Through an exclusive 
arrangement with the Woodland Trust a tree is 
planted on your behalf in one of the Trust's own 
woodland sites. A living legacy for future 
generations to enjoy. 

Golden Charter are the only plans recommended by 
the Society of Allied and Independent Funeral 
Directors (SAIF). 

For more details see our advertisement on this page 
of freephone 0800 833800. 


SURMAN & HORWOOD 
FUNERAL SERVICE 
PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
24 HOUR SERVICE 
MONUMENTAL STONEMASONS 

Incorporating The Funeral Department 
of Hobbs &. Castle of Watlington 
PRIVATE FAMILY RUN BUSINESS 
The Green Crowell 25 High Street 

Chlnnor Princes Rls borough 

(01844)351323 . (01844)274842 

All numbers offer a 24 hour emergency service 


cruse -berea^S^ 


Oxford Cruse offers all bereaved persons 
free support, a listening ear, counselling 
and social activities with separate 
programmes for Witney and Abingdon. 

Telephone, write or call in 
Wesley Memorial Hall, 

New Inn Hall Street, Oxford 
Tel: 245398 

Office Mon - Fri 10am - 2pm 
Saturday 10am - 12pm 


FUNERAL SERVICES 


Chapel Lodge, 21 Corbett Road, Carterton, Oxon 

01993 842421 
.Also (01993) 702123 y 


K. Y. GREEN 

Funeral Directors 

29 Cambridge Street, Aylesbury 
Aylesbury (01296) 82041 

24 HOUR SERVICE 

Golden Charter Funeral P re -payment Plan ^ 

0 Established 200 years 

Still a Real Family Business 
Private Chapel of Rest at Marsh Road, Little Kimble 


Abbey View Funeral Home 

At B.V. Masonry 

Memorials and Stonecraft made to your personal choice 
by the Stonemason 




Shothanger Barn, Kingsclere Road (A339) Basingstoke 
And 

31 Chapel Street, Thatcham, Berkshire 

Private Chapel 24 HOUR SERVICE We are only a telephone 

of Repose 01256 851231 call away for advice 

01635 860866 

Funeral Arrangements made in the privacy of your own home or at the above addresses. Golden Charter 
pre-paid ana instalment plans available to suit your needs, all under the supervision of David Humble. 




30. 1L. Hancock 


r 

Funeral Directors 
* 24 hour compassionate service - Family business 

'Our family serving your family' 

Private Chapel of Rest 

Telephone: 01869 340456 or 01993 812500 


less I 


S&R Childs 

Funeral Services 

“Walters” 

52-60 Lower Broadway 
Didcot 
OX11 8AE 
Telephone 01235 21 1611 

We are the only independent family 
owned funeral directors in Didcot 
who are members of the Society of 
Allied & Independent Funeral 
Directors 

Golden Charter Funeral Plans and 
Monumental Masonry 


BEREAVEMENT COUNSELLING 

Confidential treatment for emotional and psychological 
problems associated with bereavement. 
Contact Dr Chris Saunders 
Ph.D., Comb, Cert, Couns, C.S.C.T. 

Telephone: 01865 762911 
for confidential help and advice 





Sole 

Funeral Service 

Personal Service from a Qualified Funeral 
Director. Memorials designed and supplied 
to any area from our brochure. 

Bidstone Close, Over Norton, Chipping Norton, 
Oxon 0X7 5PP 

Tel: 01608 644112 - any hour 


ARNOLD FUNERAL 
SERVICE 


Caring family business 
PREPAYMENT FUNERAL PLAN 
AVAILABLE 


891 London Road, High Wycombe 

(01494) 472572 

38 Oak End Way, Gerrards Cross 

(01753) 891892 


24 HOUR SERVICE 


vV'f - 


GOLDEN 

CHARTER 

Bgjfe SERVING THE 
flg COMMUNITY 

FOR OVER 75 YEARS 

CAMP HOPSON 

INCORPORATING ARTHUR CHIVERS 

Independent Family 
Funeral Directors 



TELEPHONE 

(01635) 522210 (24 hours) 

90 WEST STREET, NEWBURY, 
BERKSHIRE RG14 1HA 



A.R WALKER 


& Son Limited 


Family Funeral Directors 

Eldon House, 36 Eldon Road, Reading 
Tel: (01189) 573650 

Ellen Lodge, 157 Binfleld Road, Bracknell 
Tel: 01344 303707 

Blyth House, 158 Reading Road, Henley 
Tel: 01491 413434 

24 HOUR ADVICE AND ASSISTANCE - 
GOLDEN CHARTER 
PRE PAID FUNERAL PLANS 


(il ARANTEED ACCEPTANCE • FIXED PRICE 
INDEPENDENT TRUST FUND • PEACE OF MIND 


For a further brochure and price details contact: David Walker 




GOLDEN CHARTER 


The only plan recommended 
by your local SAIF 
Independent Funeral Director 


There comes a time when it’s natural 
to consider your own funeral... to think 
about loved ones and what to leave them. 
Not the burden of funeral costs, 
obviously. Or the ordeal of deciding on 
the arrangements. 

Golden Charter funeral plans give you 
total peace of mind. Here’s why they are 
recommended by over 1800 local 
independent funeral directors - companies 
that care deeply about their clients. 

• A Golden Charter plan enables you to 
cover every possible cost in advance. 
Therefore the funeral director can 
guarantee that he or she will not have to 
ask bereaved relatives for extra payment 
at the time of need. Other funeral plans 
do not necessarily meet all expenses. 


• C olden Charter gives you freedom to 
choose your funeral director. 

• With Golden Charter you may 
personalise your plan any way you wish. 

No other funeral plan has such a 
combination of benefits for you and your 
loved ones. 

If you’d like to know more, telephone 
any of the Golden Charter funeral 
directors advertising on this page or 
complete and send the coupon to them. 
Alternatively, you may send it to: 

Golden Charter, 

Freepost, 

London NW1 0YP 

or call us free of charge on 

0800 833 800 


Please send me your Golden Charter brochure with prices. 

Mr/Mrs/Ms Initial: Surname: 

Address: 


Postcode: 
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A summer with the 
Tibetan refugees 

This June, a youth worker and an Anglican curate 
will be taking a group of young people to a Tibetan 
refugee camp to build toilets and set up a literacy 
course! The Revd Julie Maldoom, curate of the 
Chinnor Benefice, explains how Tibetan REACH 
came into existence 

One of my first tasks when I took up my post as 
curate to the Chinnor Benefice was to set up a 
Church Youth Group. The group was soon helping 
organise and lead family services; however, I felt I 
needed to provide other opportunities for young 
Christians to enjoy themselves, so I took the group 
on a weekend trip to the Lake District. 

Meanwhile I had met the Chinnor Youth Worker, 

Jane Myers, and I asked her to join us. The weekend 
was a great success so we organised more trips - on a 
Christian training yacht; to the New Forest - with a 
mixture of Christians and non-Christians. Jane and I 
were soon convinced of the enormous benefits of res- 
idential trips for young people. By taking them out 
of their known environment, they learn to work as a 
team, develop a sense of responsibility and, above all, 
discover their own hidden potential. 

One day I dragged Jane to a Diocesan Youth 
Conference organised by Andrew Gear, the Diocesan 



Youth Adviser, where we discovered that we were 
probably the only team of two working in this area. 
We realised that we were able to achieve much more 
than those who work independently, and over the 
next few months, an ambitious plan took shape. Why 
not take the Youth Group to a Tibetan refugee 
camp?! 

Before coming to Chinnor, Jane had spent 18 months 
living and working with Tibetan refugees. Using her 
contacts, we met Dahla Tsering, the London co-ordi- 
nator of the Tibetan Environment Network (TEN), a 
small organisation working in the refugee camps of 
northern India. Dahla was very excited by our idea 
and suggested we could usefully build some toilets in 
the camps. He also asked Jane and me whether we 
would be prepared to set up the first stage of an 
adult literacy programme. If we could get the 
scheme started, he believed he would be able to 
secure further funding from a large aid agency. 

We have named our project Tibetan REACH (Tibetan 
Refugee Educational Association with Chinnor) and 


we plan to take about ten young people aged 
between 18 and 24 for six weeks to a refugee settle- 
ment called Agling, five miles outside Leh in Ladakh 
where we will live and work alongside Tibetan peo- 
ple. The young people, or project workers as we now 
call them, will be able to live with Tibetan families. 

It has been so exciting seeing how much the project 
workers want to learn about the Tibetan people and 
the Buddhist faith, and one of them is researching 
the possibility of using alternative energy sources in 
Ladakh. 

So far eight project workers (six from local Christian 
families) have signed up and are busy raising the 
£1,000 they will each need to cover their expenses. 
We have also set up an Action Group to raise £5,000 
for the work we are going to do in India. Our Action 
Group meetings are great fun and I have been 
amazed at the different ways in which members 
have raised funds. For example, one of our ex-church- 
wardens (who shall remain nameless) as a dare from 
her husband, dressed up in a most ridiculous fashion 
and turned up at church ready to ‘welcome’ people 
as a sidesperson! So far the group has raised just over 
one fifth of our target and all of us have been over- 
whelmed by the generous response of our 
community to our appeal for funds. 

If you would like to find out more about the project 
or would like to make a donation, please contact 
Tibetan REACH, The Village Centre, High Street, 
Chinnor, Oxon, OX9 4DH. 
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1. &oe s your church have a Vetter ? If not , ©L>rv£ tuorr^, some 
do? Some don’t. Every cdt/iedral has vergers though. This 
;s because one of the Verger’s most important jobs ;s to lead 


the B:sh op Of the I>ea» (tke cathedra I boss) in 

Church. 



3. Nowadays the verier still does 
lots of cleaning and caretaking in 
the church- They also do a Jot 
of work getting the church ready 
for services. - V/ <=> x 



procession into the 

^•A long time ay© 
the Vergers job 
included ringing 
the bells, minding 
the doors and 
cfeamng the Church. 




4 -. Verge rs wear posh 
gowns and carry a 
Special sort of rod 
called a'V«rge v is 

Cohere *£>>€ name 'Verier 'comes from} 

In tAe past, only wen were allowed to be Ver 3 ers. 8 ut these 

days both men and too men do the job. Quite right to©. 
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Replacement com- 
puter generated 
payslips 
Prompt, reliable 
confidential service 
Book-keeping and 
account services 
available 
Payroll 
Computer 
Consultancy 


TEL 0116 271 5130 


GREYHOUND BUSINESS SYSTEMS 


/ TO ADVERTISE 
TELEPHONE PAVIP H0LPEN 
1 ON 01865 249205 


C.J.P. ENTERPRISES 
MAILSHOTS 

As a business service I will mail your circulars 
for you. 

£55 (A4) per thousand (if A5 - 1500) 

I have 550 Business Manuals on disk, many of 
which can make you money. 

£4 each - 3 for £10, 

8 for £20, 12 for £30. 

Send SAE for complete list 
PO Box 250, Margate, Kent CT9 5GS 
Tel/Fax 01843 220668 

LEAFLETS 

DELIVERED 

Boost Your Business Now 

Door to door drop by our dedicated 
team. £35/£40 per 1000. 
Oxford and surrounding areas. 

J.w. Hardy & Co 

103A Wokingham Road, Reading RG6 1HL 
Tel. 0118 962 6281 

★ COMPUTERS ★ 

Scanners, Printers, Sound Cards, 
CD Roms, Video Cards, 386’s v. cheap, 
486 SX & DX 

Pentium, MMX, PI 66 &.P200 CPU 
.28 Digital SGVA Monitors 
9” & 14” VGA Monitors 
Mini Tower Systems 
* (Hear the Ad. on Invicta 
Supergold Radio 603am) * 

Send SAE for complete list 
PO Box 250, 

Margate, Kent, CT9 5GS 

Tel/Fax 01843 220668 


★ Accountant 

Seeks additional clients. 25 years experience in 
book-keeping, incomplete records, financial 
accounts, PAYE, taxation etc. 
Ancient/manual systems updated and computerised. 
One'off or regular assignments undertaken. 

Let us solve your accounting problems. 
Efficient, swift, personal attention at 
reasonable rates. 

Collection and delivery service 

Tel: Harold Cooke on (01276) 685355 
or Fax on (01276) 685373 


THE CHURCH LADS' AND 
CHURCH GIRLS' BRIGADE 


An effective organisation for young 
people which offers fun, challenge, 
responsibility and fellowship within a 
Christian environment. 



For more details, contact: 

The Church Lads' & Church Girls' Brigade, 
2 Barnsley Road, Wath-upon-Dearne, 
ROTHERHAM, South Yorkshire S63 6PY 
Telephone: 

01 709 876535 


GLOBAL ORANGE GROVES UK 

CITRUS TREES 

37 varieties to choose from - olives, peaches, nectarines, apricots, 
figs, grapes, loquat and avocatos 

CITRUS CARE KIT 

Specialist citrus fertilisers to ensure healthy and productive trees 

SUCCESS WITH CITRUS 

Colourful hard backed book (over 260 pages) packed 
with information. 

Send SAE for details, mail order available. 

The nursery is open 7 days a week 10.30 - 5.00 
Supplier to Blenheim Palace in Oxford. 

Horton Road, Horton Heath, Wimborne, Dorset BH21 7JN 
Tel. 01202 826244 
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An invitation to 
sing with Anne 



Ail are welcome: soloists, choir 
members, choral societies and singers 
of all capabilities, at Anne Unstrum’s 
vocal workshop at Marcham Parish 
Church on Saturday Hay 16 2,30- 
4.30pm followed by ’An Evening with 
Annie’ at 7.30pm when she sings and 
shares her faith. Anne Unstrum is a 
teacher and performer who has 
toured with the Welsh National 
Opera Company and English Opera 
for All. Since her conversion to 
Christianity, Anne has sting at 
Christian conferences and on 
Christian radio and television. Her 
most recent recordings include The 
Lord’s Hy Shepherd and With All My 
Heart. Details on the workshops from 
Paul Herrington on 0I86S 730834. 


Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford. 
Sunday Services: 8am Holy 

Communion, 10am Matins and 
Sermon. 11.15am Sung Eucharist. 
6pm Evensong. Weekdays: 7.15am 
Matins. 7.35am Holy Communion, 
6pm Evensong (Thursdays or Major 
Feast Days 5.35pm Said Evensong 
and 6pm Sung Eucharist). 

MAY 

Fri 1 - Sat 2 CARTERTON Outreach 
to Men. Come and hear the Revd 
Daniel Cozens, known for the Walk 
of a Thousand Men. Fri 8pm at St 
John’s. Sat 10.30am exploration of 
ministry geared to men. Contact 
Sister Penny Horseman 01993 
776625. For both sessions: £5; Fri 
only £2. Cheques payable to Witney 
Deanery Training Group. 

Sun 3 MAIDENHEAD Cello classics 
4.30pm St Luke’s Church. £4/3. 

Mon 4 HORSPATH May Fayre on the 
village green. 2pm. Stalls, maypole 
dancing. In aid of St Giles Church. 
Mon 4 BULSTRODE Open day at HQ 
of WEC International (just off A40 
near Gerrards Cross) which offers 
Christian service ip 60+ countries. 
Exhibitions, children’s activities, 
and talks inc Dr David Burnett, of 
All Nations Christian College and 
Rachel Hickson of Heartcry. 

Mon 4 NOKE annual bank holiday 
plant sale llam-lpm. 

Tue 5 THE SPRING Is there a pur- 
pose to life? Fiona Castle, talks about 
the relevance of the Bible and what 
happens when you die. 10am-4pm. 
£12. To book: SAE to The 

Administrator, The Lodge, 
Highmoor Hall, Highmoor, Henley 
RG9 5DH. 

Wed 6 WINDSOR Parish Church. 
Lunchtime concert 1.10pm (lunch 
12.15pm). The PSMU Moravian 
Teachers Choral Society. Works by 
Janacek, Carl Orff and Smetana. 
Tickets £3/2. Details: Peter Dart 0181 
614 1520 (daytime) or 01753 869299. 
Wed 6 CHARLBURY Third Age 
Church. Talk by Barbara Doubtfire 
2.15-4.1 5pm at St Mary’s Church. For 
the over-50s and everyone else. To 
book: Revd Patricia Freeth, Ramsden 
Vicarage. Mount Skippett, Chipping 
Norton OX7 3AP. Tel: 01993 868687. 
Thu 7, Fri 8 and Sat 9 LONG CREN- 
DON Mystery Plays illustrating 
Christ’s Crucifixion and Deposition 
through his Ascension at St Mary’s 
Church 8pm preceded by a proces- 
sion of players and musicians along 
the High Street. Tickets £5.50 /£ 3.50 
from Mk$ G Hamment, 79 Chilton 
Rd. Long Crendon, Aylesbury HP18 
9DA. Tel: 01844 208358. 

Thu 7 READING Churchpeople’s 
luncheon club 1pm. St Laurence’s 
Hall. Abbey Square. £1.50. Chris 
Smallbone will speak on steam rail- 
ways. Details: Philip Wickens 0118 


987 2878. 

Fri 8 HAMBLEDEN concert with 
Choir of Magdalen College, Oxford 
7.30pm in the Church of St Mary 
the Virgin. Tickets £7.50/children £3 
from Hambleden Stores or Mrs C 
Allen, Hamblebrook House Tel 01491 
574652 or on the door. 

Fri 8 WOODSTOCK Talk on the 
Jubilee 2000 Campaign in the Town 
Hall 8pm with Wendy Tyndale of 
Christian Aid and Fr Mervyn Tower, 
RC priest for Wooodstock and 
Andrew Dilnot, Dir Inst Economic 
Studies and broadcaster. Open meet- 
ing. Details Revd Roger Humphreys 
01993 811415. 

Sat 9 OXFORD Islam and the West. 
Day school with Professor Zaki 
Badawi. Edward Mortimer and Rt 
Revd Richard Harries. £30.50 with 
lunch/£24 without. Details: Course 
Assistant for Religious Studies, 
OUDCE, 1 Wellington Sqaure, 
Oxford OX1 2JA. 

Sat 9 OXFORD First of four sessions 
on Christian Believing at Church 
House 10am-4.30pm. £22. Open to 
all, also part of Reader training 
course. Details from course director 
Revd Pat Freeth 01993 868687. 

Sat 9 OXFORD First of six sessions 
on Christian ethics at New Marston 
Church Rooms. £22. Details from 
course director Revd Pat Freeth 
01993 868687. 

Sat 9 RADLEY AGM of Oxford 
Diocesan Branch of the Prayer Book 
Society 2pm Radley College. Speaker 
Margot Thompson (former secretary 
of the Society). Choral Evensong 
4.30pm in the College Chapel with 
the choir of Radley Parish Church. 
Sat 9 WOODCOTE Concert with 
Kenfig Hill and District Male Voice 
Choir 7pm at Langtree 
School.Tickets £8/6 at St Mary 
Magdalene Church and The Music 
Box Wallingford or tel 01491 835881. 
Sat 9 LONG WITTENHAM 
Celebrating the English country- 
side. Readings from Shakespeare. 
Hardy, Keats etc and songs and har- 
sicord music with Angela Henkel 
and David Ward. Tickets £5/3 from B 
McGhie 01865 407994 or R Baldwin 
01865 407258. 

Sun 10 MAIDENHEAD Berkley 
String Quartet 4.30pm St Luke’s 
Church. £4/3. 

Mon 11 READING (St John and St 
Stephen, Orts Rd) Introduction to 
pastoral care. First of three sessions 
in Reading and Bracknell Christian 
Training Programme Portfolio 
Module 3. £12.50. To book contact 
Roy Baxter, 159 Beech Lane, Earley, 
Reading RG6 2QE 

Mon 11 WOODSTOCK Charismatic 
Prayer - open lecture by the Revd 
David Mclnnes (Rector of St Aldate’s, 
Oxford) at St Mary Magdalene 8pm. 
All welcome. Enquiries Michael 


Millard 01993 813368. 

Mon 11 READING Meeting of 
Reading Chapter of GSS 8pm at St 
Giles-in-Reading. Guild office fol- 
lowed by benediction. 

Wed 13 WINDSOR Parish Church. 
Concert 1.10pm (lunch 12.15pm). 
Lucinda Jackson (cello), Daniel 
Smith (piano) and Kathryn" Howson 
(flute). Tickets £3/2. Details: Peter 
Dart 0181 614 1520/01753 869299. 
Wed 13 OXFORD An introduction to 
Portfolio training with Revd Joanna 
Coney 7.30-9. 30pm Church House. 
£3. To book: Revd Patricia Freeth, 
Ramsden Vicarage, Mount Skippett, 
Chipping Norton OX7 3AP. 

Wed 13 OXFORD Faith in Business - 
with Richard Higginson of the 
Ridley Hall Foundation speaking at 
OXIMS AGM 7.30pm Main Board 
Room of Oxford Brookes University, 
Gipsey Lane. All welcome. Contact 
Barbara Hayes 01865 556182. 


Sunday Breakfast: your 
local religious pro- 
gramme for Oxfordshire 
and Berkshire from BBC 
Thames Valley FM (95.2 
and 104. 1FM). Join 
Hedley Feast every 
Sunday morning from 6- 
9am for local religious 
views, church news and 
your favourite hymns. 


Thu 14 THE SPRING How did the 
feast of Pentecost originate - Margot 
Hodson looks at the link between 
Passover and Pentecost. £13. 10am- 
4pm. To book: SAE to The 
Administrator, The Lodge, 
Highmoor Hall, Highmoor, Henley 
RG9 5DH. 

Fri 15 - Sun 17 NORTHAMPTON TES 
Spring Conference on Evangelism 
98 at the King’s Park Conference 
Centre. Speaker Stuart Pascall. 
Details 01793 481444. 

Sat 16 ASCOT Garden open 10am- 
12pm at Haining Cottage. 
Brockenhurst Rd (A330). Display of 
azaleas and rhodododendrons. £1.50 
(inc coffee) in aid of Berkshire 
Churches Trust. Details 01344 
620840. 

Sat 16 OXFORD Diocesan Gift Day. 
St Augustine’s School. 

Sat 16 THAME Street party to cele- 
brate first birthday of new 
congregations at St Mary’s. On Priest 
End (behind St Mary’s) 4-8pm. Stalls, 
music, children's entertainement. 
Sat 16 READING PACT (Parents and 
Children Together) Family Day . 
First Birthday and AGM at St Peter’s 
Church Hall, Earley 10am. Buffet 
lunch and entertainment for the 
whole family. RSVP (requesting vege- 
tarian lunch or not) asap to Sandra 
Kemp, PACT, 48 Bath Rd. Reading 
RG1 6PG. Tel: 0118 9581861. 

Sat 16 OXFORD Study day The 
Christian Churches of Africa with 
Dr George Bebawi on the Coptic 
Church and Dr Kevin Ward on the 
Ugandan martyrs and the Orthodox 
Church. 10.30am-4pm 2 Canterbury 
Rd. £6/£3. No prior booking needed. 
Details 01865 557905. 

Sat 16 - Sun 17 THE LEE Village Life 
in Flowers - a flower festival - at St 
John Baptist Church 10am-6pm Sat 
and llam-5pm Sun. Coffee and tea 
available all weekend. 

Sat 16 WINDSOR Parish Church. 
Royal Free Singers Concert 7.30pm. 
Tickets £7/5. Details: Peter Dart 0181 
614 1520 (daytime) or 01753 869299. 
Sun 17 MAIDENHEAD Violin clas- 
sics 4.30pm St Luke's Church. £4/3. 


Sun 17 SOUTH MORETON plant sale 
2.30pm at Alderscroft. 

Tue 19 WORCESTERSHIRE 
Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust 
visit to Wore Cathedral, Malvern 
Priory and other churches. £29. 
Send SAE to The Secretary, 
Oxfordshire historic Churches Trust, 
The Dower House. Westhall Hill, 
Fulbrook, OX18 4BJ. 

Fri 22 HIGHMOOR HALL Israel’s 
story is our story - a day looking at 
the Hebrew Bible with Lynne Booker. 
£14. To Book: send cheque payable 
to Highmoor Hall to Ann Persson, 
Highmoor Hall, Highmoor, Henley- 
on-Thames. RG9 5DH. 

Fri 22 FINGEST (Hambleden Valley 
nr Henley) Healing Service with lay- 
ing on of hands and anointing at 
Holy Communion 10.15am. Details 
01491 638240. 

Fri 22 OXFORD Study day on 
Leadership Today, led by Michael 
Green. 10am-4pm St Andrew’s, 
Linton Rd. £12. Details: Wycliffe 
Hall 01865 274200. 

Sat 23 - Mon 25 BAMPTON Flower 
Festival at St Mary the Virgin. 
Refreshments at church. On 
Monday. Bampton Morris Dancers. 
Sat 23 OXFORD Artweek party at 
the Ark-T Centre 7-12pm with Jazz 
Trio, flamenco guitar etc. £4 or £5 
on door. Tel: 01865 773499. 

Ark-T Art week 25-30 May. 

Sat 23 ISLIP May market on Cross 
Tree Green from 10.30am. 

Sat 23 - Mon 25 PITSTONE Church 
Spring Festival. Nr Aylesbury. 
Flowers, art and crafts Sat 2-6pm. 
Sun and Mon Evensong 6pm. Details 
01296 661544. 

Sun 24 OXFORD Open day at All 
Saints’ Convent and St John’s Home, 
St Mary’s Rd. Cowley (national gar- 
dens scheme) 2-5pm. Mature trees, 
lawns, secluded prayer garden and 
vegetable garden, teas, plant stall. 
Comper chapel open. £1.50 (£1 pen- 
sioners/children free). 

Tue 26 OXFORD Meeting of Oxford 
Council of Christians and Jews 8pm 
at the Religious Society of Friends 
Meeting Room. 43 St Giles. Revd 
John Clarke, principal of Ripon 
College. Cuddesdon, on ‘Promoting 
Christian/Jewish relations in the 
context of theological education’. 
Contact: Tanya Joyce 01865 761756. 
Wed 27 - Sun 31 CAVERS HAM Flower 
festival at St Peter’s Church 10am- 
5pm. Service of readings and music 
7.30pm on 27th: concert 30th: 
Sunday services 8am, 9.15am, 
11.15am and 6.30pm. Refreshments 
at Caves Court. Details: 0118 
9471703. 

Wed 27 OXFORD Real Love - a 
Christian perspective. Music, talk, 
poetry and drama with guest speak- 
er Revd Andrew Barclay-Watt. 8pm 
at the Jacqueline du Prd Music 
Building. St Hilda’s College. Hosted 
by New Life Outreach - details Tim 
Perry 01865 343655. 

Thu 28 OXFORD Preaching from the 
new lectionary with Revd Phillip 
Tovey 7.3G-9.30pm at Church House. 
£3. To book: Revd Patricia Freeth, 
Ramsden Vicarage, Mount Skippett. 
Chipping Norton OX7 3AP. 

Fri 29 (7.30-9.30pm) - Sat 30 (10am- 
4pm) THE SPRING Examining the 
Psalms asking how their writers 
thought of God. With Lord Coggan, 
former Archbishop of Canterbury. 
£15. To book: SAE to The 

Administrator, The Lodge, 
Highmoor Hall. Highmoor, Henley 
RG9 5DH. B&B also available. 

Fri 29 - Sun 31 MAIDENHEAD Spirit 
98. A weekend celebration of the 
Arts at Pentecost organised by 
three Maidenhead churches. 
Friday: The Church and the Artist - 


contemporary 
Christian art. St 
Luke’s Church, 

Norfolk Rd 
6.30pm. Festival 
Reception 6.30- 
7.45pm St Luke’s. 

Opening Concert 
8pm High St 
Methodist 
Church. Tickets 
£8/5/3.50. 

Saturday: Toccata 
- organ recital 
12pm St Luke’s 
Church. Tickets 
£3/2/1.50. The 
Carnival Band 
Workshop 2.30pm 
High Street 
Methodist 
Church. £6/4/3.50. 

Dance and Drama 
Workshop 2.30- 
5.30pm United 
Reformed Church, 

West Streeet. 

Tickets £6/4/3.50. 

Poetry and Song 
3pm St Luke’s 
Church. Free. 

Upbeat Pop Rock 
Concert 8pm 
United Reformed 
Church. 

£4.50/2.50. 

Mystery Play 
‘Israel’ by Michael 
J Austin and per- 
formed by 

Stephen E 

O’Halloran. 8pm 
at High St 
Methodist 
Church. Tickets 
£6/4/3.50. Sunday: 

Vocal Recital with 
Lisa Nolan and 
Linda Ang 2.30pm 
High St Methodist 
Church. Tickets 
£3/2/1.50. 

Chamber 

Orchestra recital 
Eureka 4pm St 
Luke’s. Tickets £6- 
3.50. Crafts and 
Textiles workshop 
2.30pm URC. £7-3. 

Closing service 
Veni, Creator 
Spiritus 6.30pm St 
Luke’s. Preacher Revd Bill Denning, 
minister serving the creative arts 
network. 

Sat 30 Woughton Ecumenical 
Parish 21st birthday celebrations 
4pm at Langland School, 
Netherfield. Garden party, BBQ, 
entertainment. 

Sat 30 THEALE Diocesan Gift Day. 
Theale Green School. 

Sat 30 GLOBAL MARCH FOR JESUS 
Reading tel 0118 9575746 Oxford tel 
01865 516000 High Wycombe tel 
01494 711518. Christians through- 
out the area are invited to join in 
this global event taking place in 150 
nations and' pray for the suffering. 
Sat 30 READING Introduction to 
Worship. One-day course at Earley 
St Peter’s Church Hall 10.30am-4pm. 
£7.50. 

Sat 30 - Sun 31 OXFORD Weekend 
course: medieval philosophy. 
Augustine: Philosophy and Salvation 
in Medival Islam: The Greek Legacy. 
Cost from £32 - £77.50. Details 
Course Assistant for Philosophy, 
OUDCE, 1 Wellington Square, 
Oxford OX1 2JA. Tel: 01865 270380. 
Sun 31 Woughton Ecumenical 
Parish service of thanksgiving and 
celebration 10.45am at Church of 
Christ the Vine. Coffee Hall. Details 
01908 665113. 


JUNE 

Wed 3 WINSLOW Drawing from 
the Well’ with Revd Philip Roderick 
at the Winslow Centre 7.45-9 .45pm. 
Further evenings on aspects of 
prayer in June and July. Details from 
Revd Canon Judy Rees, the Cottesloe 
Christian Training Programme, 15 
Weston Rd, Great Horwood. Bucks 
MK17 0QQ. Tel: 01296 713603. 

Mon 1 - Sat 6 OXFORD Art week at 
Ark-T Centtre, Cowley. 

Sat 6 DORCHESTER Day to celebrate 
the end of the ecumenical decade of 
churches in solidarity with women 
10am-4pm. Speakers include Bridget 
Rees and Jean Mayland. Workshops 
inc banner making and circle danc- 
ing. Service 3pm with address by 
Susan Cole-King. Cost £4 inc lunch. 
To book send cheque payable to 
ODBF to Dorothy Fox, BSR, Diocesan 
Church House, North Hinksey, 
Oxford OX2 0NB. 

Sat 6 WADDESDON Diocesan Gift 
Day. Waddesdon CE School. 

What’s On is a free service for our 
readers. The deadline for the June 
issue is May 13 and entries should 
be sent in writing to The DOOR at 
Church House. We try to fit in as 
many requests as possible but can- 
not guarantee that your entry will 
be included. 


Prayer for Pentecost 

O Holy Spirit 

Whose presence is liberty, 

Grant us that freedom of the Spirit 
Which will not fear to tread in unknown ways. 
Nor be held back by misgivings of ourselves 
and fear of others. 

Ever beckon us forward to the place of your will, 
Which is also the place of your power, 

O ever-leading, ever-loving Lord. 

Amen 

A Prayer by George Appleton, included in the latest Prayer Fellowship 
booklet for the Episcopal Church in Jerusalem and the Middle East which 
includes the Diocese of Cyprus and the Gulf ; the Diocese of Jerusalem: 
The Anglican Church in Iran, and The Diocese of Egypt and North Africa. 


CHRISTIAN INTRODUCTION/ 
FRIENDSHIP CLUB 

Join to meet like-minded people with similar 
beliefs, for friendship, love and marriage 

Please send SAE to C.I./EC. 

77 Radnor Road, Luton, Beds LU4 OUG 
(0<] Tel: 01582 478257 for details 
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AUTHORS 
PUBLISH in '98 

A new ideal in Publishing. Our readers await your 
manuscript, prose or poetry. All submissions 
given serious consideration. 

For FREE evaluation please write: 

L the old museum press j 

(31) Bramber. Wesl Sussex BN44 3WE Jj 


Nurses Jobs, Nurses Jobs, Nurses Jobs, Nurses Jobs 
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Contechs Healthcare Recruiting Ltd 

Everything you ever wanted from an agency 

✓ Semi-Permanent and Permanent Positions 

✓ Competitive Rates of Pay 

✓ Contracts to suit in your preferred area 

✓ Immediate Employment 

✓ Exciting Bonus Rewards 

✓ 24 Hour Support 

Don’t delay - call today: 0800-731 -4427 


Nurses Jobs, Nurses Jobs, Nurses Jobs, Nurses Jobs 


Retired Inspector of 
Taxes prepares tax 
returns, accounts and 
tax computations 
from £45 

G HANDEL 

97 Copers Cope Road 
Beckenham, Kent 
BR3 1NY 
Tel/ Fax: 
0181249 3630 


jK tax 
H FREE 
INVESTMENT LTD. 
Replacement Wage Slips 
&iWs 

★ Computer Generated 
Originals 

★ Genuine Documents 

★ Confidential Service 

BEST PRICE 

01705413849 

For legal purposes only 


LIFE after debt 

Business or Personal Financial Rescue 

Do you have problems with credit cards, banks, 
building societies, catalogues, leasing and finance 
companies, bailiffs, sheriffs, Inland Revenue demands 
pending bankruptcy or repossession shortfalls? 

Initial consultation fee. Evening appointments 
available. Utmost descretion assured. 

THE CHR1SALIS Company 
Tel/Fax: 01235 210960 

Licensed by the Office of Fair Trading 



The Parish Church of 
Holy Trinity, 
Wolverton, 
Milton Keynes 

Flower Festival 

5th, 6th, 7th JUNE 1998 
FESTIVAL EUCHARIST 
SUNDAY 7th JUNE AT 10.30am 
CELEBRANT & PREACHER: 

THE BISHOP OF BUCKINGHAM 

4pm 

MARRIAGE THANKSGIVING SERVICE 
PREACHER. THE REVD. JEREMY TRIGG 


Payslips/P60s/Business Plans, 
Computer Generated by 
Accountants 


Accountants reference 
3 years profits 
No accounts? 

0181 548 9009 







JUBILEE 2000 
is still growing 

Two out of three passers-by in a 
Caversham street signed the 
JUBILEE 2000 petition, reports John I 
r Madeley. In Amersham 350 signa- 
tures were collected. Christian \ 
"Concern for One World (CCOW) 
khas 2, 1 73 so far and every post 
I brings more. 

The JUBILEE 2000 petition will 
| be presented to the leaders of the \ 
Group of Eight (G8) most powerful 
[nations in Birmingham on May 16. | 
'JUBILEE 2000 has asked for com- 
pleted forms to be sent to them by , 
I April 30. There will be another * 
chance to hand in the petition at 
| the G8 summit in Germany in 1999. ( 
So signature collecting must go on. 

Human chain gathers 
Four pilgrimages - coach, train, barge 
, and balloon-loads - are converging 4 
on Birmingham on Saturday, May 16 
to form a human chain around the 
! world leaders in the International 
Conference Centre. Chain FM,a 
| special radio station for the day, will < 
broadcast interviews with Julius 
i Nyerere, Clare Short and others 
' and there will be music and instruc- 
tions too. So take a personal radio. 

Donald McNeile of the Manor 1 
House Household, opposite 
I Diocesan Church House in North 
Hinksey, has recruited for a chain of 
i prayer to uphold the JUBILEE 2000 
campaign and the world leaders. 

Economist and broadcaster, 
f Andrew Dillnot, joins Father Mervyn 
Tower and Wendy Tyndale of i 
) Christian Aid, at a public meeting at 
Woodstock Town Hall on May 8 at 
1 8pm. 

Oxford links with Bonn 

i Christians from Bonn learned about 
the JUBILEE campaign on their 1997 
visit to Oxford as part of the 
!Oxford-Bonn link. Now fifteen 
Oxford Christians, on a return visit 
kto Bonn over the Spring bank holi- 
day, will help them to learn more 
kabout the campaign. The Bonn 
'Christians want to put pressure on 
k their government who are reluctant 
Jto support debt forgiveness. Fifty 
e per cent of Germany’s foreign 
bts were cancelled in 1953. 

> find out more ring CCOW 
>n 01869 338225. 


JUNE DOOR 

The Oxford Diocesan Council for 
the Deaf celebrates 100 years 



A good place for 
women in Reading 


A group of Christian women in Reading came 
together in 1992 to pray for God’s direction in min- 
istering to women in the community. Their 
research showed that there were many women in 
the city who were unsupported by either statutory 
or community groups and that many had little con- 
tact with their families. 


Led by Constance 
Gooding, their vision was 
for a safe place where 
women of all ages, all 
nationalities, all faiths or 
none could meet during 
the day. The original 
concept was for a ‘skills 
exchange’ where women 
could share their skills 
and develop their confi- 
dence and self esteem. 
From this developed the 
idea of the Churches in 
Reading Women’s Centre 
which opened in the 
autumn of 1992. 

All are welcome 

Reading Women’s Centre 
is based in the Wesley 
Methodist Church Hall. It 
is affiliated to Churches 
Together in Reading, sup- 
ported by prayer and run 
by a team of dedicated vol- 
unteers. The Centre is 
open to all women, on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 
between 10am and 5pm. 
Everyone is regarded as a 
partner and the aim is to 
create an encouraging, 
non-pressurising environ- 
ment where talents, 
hidden perhaps because of 
life-crushing experiences, 
can be released. Visits 
when a partner is unwell 
are part of the Centre’s 
support network. 

Range of activities 

The women can learn a 
range of craft subjects and 


last year fifty blankets 
made up of squares knit- 
ted at the Centre were 
sent abroad. There are 
talks, demonstrations and 
more formal courses on 
topics such as life develop- 
ment skills, confidence 
building and first aid. 
Listening, information 
and advocacy are amongst 
the support services 
offered. In 1996 three 
rooms in the Manse were 
made available. One is 
used for soft furnishing 
and dress-making, another 
as a coffee room and the 
third as a sitting room. A 
fourth room is used for 
computers. A monthly 
‘Quiet Time’ led by the 
Chaplain offers an oppor- 
tunity for reflection. 

There is much to cele 
brate, said Sheila 
Goodsmith, the Centre’s 


A building together 
Of people 
Seeing and doing 
Touching and holding 
In love 

A quiet sharing 
Of women 
Breathing and being 
Moving and smiling 
In joy 

A growing group 
Of persons 

Hiding or talking tears 
In noise, in stillness 
In peace 


Co-ordinator, in her annu- 
al report. The Centre has 
achieved charitable status 
and become part of the 
social life of the town. 
Word has got around that 
every Tuesday and 
Wednesday the Wesley 
Road Methodist Church 
Hall is open, free, to all 
women who need a place 
to relax, talk, obtain 
advice or ask for help or 
training. Meal-times pro- 
vide an important focal 
point, especially for those 
who arrive hungry and 
dispirited. The recent 
refiirbishment of the 
building means that 
meals can now be pre- 
pared on the spot. There 
have been outings and the 
publication of a book of 
creative writing and draw- 
ings (see below left). 

‘To many, the Centre has 
become an extended fami- 
ly unit where love, 
comfort, support and 
encouragement are freely 
given and freely received,’ 
says Sheila Goldsmith. 

A prophetic sign 

At a service of thanksgiv- 
ing for the first five years, 
the Revd Tom Stuckey, the 
Centre’s President said: 
‘Like Mary Magdalene 
with the precious oint- 
ment, what happens at 
the Reading Women’s 
Centre is filled with the 
fragrance of love. It is a 
prophetic sign to the out- 
sider of wholeness 
discovered through 
Christ.’ 

More volunteers are needed 
especially if the Centre is to 
expand its work. Ring 01189 
576390 in opening hours. 



About the photographs 

(Top) The Centre's Chaplain, the Revd 
Alison Beever and Maria and Dru work 
on a collage for International Women's 
Week in March. (Middle) The Bishop of 
Reading, the Right Revd Dominic 
Walker, was guest speaker at the AGM 
on March 16. He is pictured with Sheila 
Goldsmith with the collage in the back - 
ground. (Bottom) Children are welcome 
at the Centre and the papier machS 
class run by tutor, Josey Parnell, is 
popular with all ages. 



11 -18 JULY 1998 
Bible Readings: Chris Wright 

HOLIDAY CONVENTION WEEK 
18 -25 JULY 1998 
Bible Readings: Alistair Begg 


For full details ring 

Tel: 017687 72589 


Keswick Convention Trust Ltd., 
Skiddaw Street, 

Keswick CA1 2 4BY 
Registered Chanty No. 225557 


JAMES CURTIS & CO 

Chartered Accountants 

• Sole Trader/small Company 
Accounts 

• Taxation Specialists 

• Registered Auditors 

We can now be found at: 

Victoria House, 

28-38 Desborough Street, 

High Wycombe, Bucks HP11 2NF 

Telephone: 

01494 601234 

Fax: 01494 601235 



University of Oxford 
Department of Continuing Education 


Summer Programme 
in Theology 
3-14 August, 1998 


A two- week programme based in Christ church 
directed by the Revd. Canon Vincent Strudwick. 
Seminar topics this year feature: Biblical Study, 
Doctrine, Spirituality and Ecumenism. Speakers and 
tutors for this year include: John MacQuarrie, 
Marie-Henry Keane OP 

Further information from: 

The Administrator, Summer Programme 
in Theology, OUDCE, International Programmes 
1 Wellington Square, Oxford 0X1 2JA 
Tel. 01865 280350 
Fax 01865 270314 


Prepare the Way of the Lord Christine Winter’s 


The Fruit of the Spirit is - Patience (Galatians 5:22) 

Is nine months too long for Mary to wait for the birth of her 
son? Mary’s unborn child needs that time to grow and develop 
so that it can survive the journey to birth. And Mary needs 
that time to become used to this new relationship. 

Most of the waiting is passive. There is nothing she can do but 
wait. Yet at his birth the waiting has only just begun. Mary 
waits while her baby feeds at the breast. She waits for her baby 
to sleep, to wake, to grow, to walk, to talk. Mary waits for her 
son to come home; she waits while he talks, listens.and prays. 
And eventually she waits at his cross - she waits for her son to 
die. That waiting is the natural expression of her love for him. 
Abraham’s grandson Jacob served seven years for Rachel, ‘but 
they seemed like only a few days because of his love for her’.- 
Again, it is love that inspires the waiting and makes it worth- 
while. In the same way, the father waited, watching every day 
for his ‘prodigal son’ to return. 

We too share that waiting in the diverse experiences of life. 
Waiting is so often by necessity passive; there is nothing to be 
done but wait. We wait for health to return, for our teenage 
children to come home or our loved one to come back to us. 
Our hearts go out to those waiting to hear of loved ones gone 
missing abroad. Waiting in this case is agony. Indeed, waiting 
and longing may eventually make us vulnerable or take us 
down into a pit of despair. 

Yet ‘the fruit of the Spirit is patience’. It is that gift that takes 
the anxiety, restlessness and irritability out of waiting. And, 
most of all, it is that gift which inspires us to wait for him 
who alone can meet our inmost need. 

Christine Winter is a Reader in the Hermitage Team in Berkshire. She is 
married to the writer and broadcaster, Canon David Winter 
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